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17

inmates. A person suspected of crime, is sent to one
of these to await his trial, unless he can find some
friend to become surety for his appearance and good
behavior in the meantime. While there unless he is
a very dull scholar, he can learn more of the ways of
iniquity in a month, than he can in any other place in
ayear. Their mode of construction affords but little
means of interrupting communication between all the
prisoners, between the youth accused of his first indis-
cretion and the hoary headed veteran in crime. They
are schools in which the former before his trial, may
become an adept, and when discharged he goes "forth
into society more its enemy from the restraint to which
he has been subjected, and well instructed how to
evade punishment for future infractions of law. A
large proportion of the persons so committed are un-
der thirty years of age.

The following statistics from the Providence county
jail will not be deemed unimportant.

In Jail October 1st, 1848, - 39
Between that and Oct. 1, 1849, there were

committed on sentence, - - 246

For want of surety, - ) - 229
— 514

Males, - - - - 461

Females, - - - - 53
— 514

Over 70 years old, - - - 1

From 60 to 70, - - - 10

« 50 to 60, - - - 35

« 40 to 50, - - - 59

“« 30 to 40, - -~ - 128

« 20 to 30, - - - 186

« 10 to 20, - - - 94

Under 10, - - - - - 1
614

Of the 246 who were sentenced, 168 reported them-
selves, or were known to be intemperate.

In Jail, October 1st, 1849, - 66
Between that and October 1, 1850, there

were committed on sentence, - 215
For want of surety, - - - 202 hid
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