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MASSASOIT’S SPRING, WARREN
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GrNEral Prescor’s HEADQUARTERS, PorrsMouTH
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THE INDIAN SOAPSTONE (QUARRY, JOHNSTON
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Tre StepHEN Hopkixs Hovse, Hopkins STREET, PROVIDENCE
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TrE Esex Hopkins Housg, PROVIDENCE



ESEK HOPKINS

The Address of Nathan W. Littlefield, Esq., October 27, 1909

We have assembled to-day to dedicate a memorial tablet
in honor of Esek Hopkins, first commander-in-chief of
the American navy.

The tablet states that Esek Hopkins, 1718-1802, first
commander-in-chief of the American navy lived in this
house.

It commemorates a historic fact well deserving public
attention. For, however men may differ in their estima-
tion of the ability and energy of the man thus honored,
there can be no question that the American navy had its
inception in idea and fact in Rhode Island, and that Esek
Hopkins was one of its leading advocates and promoters
and its first commander-in-chief.

It is the fortune of some men to be extravagantly praised
and extravagantly blamed and criticised during their
lifetime and after. Esek Hopkins has thus suffered by
the partiality of well meaning friends and the hostility
of enemies and unfriendly critics.

Somewhere between these extremes of praise and
criticism lies the proper and just estimate of his character

and achievements.
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