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DIVISIONS OF THE DISTRICT COURT
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SUPERIOR AND FAMILY COURTS
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dren or their mothers; child marriages; those mat-
ters referred to the court in accordance with the
provisions of Section 14-1-28; responsibility for or
contributing to the delinquency or waywardness of
neglected children under sixteen years of age; de-
sertion, abandonment or failure to provide sub-
sistence for any children dependent upon such
adults for support; truancy; bastardy proceedings,
and custody of children; and a number of other
matters involving domestic relations and juveniles.

Appeals from decisions of the Family Court
are taken directly to the state Supreme Court.

Superior Court

The Superior Court is the state’s trial court of
general jurisdiction. It hears civil matters concern-
ing claims in excess of $5,000 and all equity pro-
ceedings. It also has original jurisdiction over all
crimes and offenses except as otherwise provided
by law. All indictments found by grand juries or
brought under information charging are returned
to Superior Court, and all jury trials are held there.
It has appellate jurisdiction over decisions of local
probate and municipal courts. Except as specific-
ally provided by statute, criminal and civil cases
tried in the District Court can also be brought to
the Superior Court on appeal where they receive
a trial de novo. In addition, there are numerous
appeals and statutory proceedings, such as high-
way redevelopment, and other land condemnation
cases. Concurrently with the Supreme Court, it has
jurisdiction of writs of habeas corpus, mandamus,
and certain other prerogative writs. Appeals from
the Superior Court are heard by the Supreme Court.

Supreme Court

The Supreme Court is the highest court in the
state, and in this capacity not only has final advis-
ory and appellate jurisdiction on questions of law
and equity, but also has supervisory powers over
the courts of inferior jurisdiction. Its area of juris-
diction is statewide. It has general advisory respon-
sibility to both the Legislative and Executive
branches of state government and passes upon the
constitutionality of legislation. Another responsibil-
ity of the Supreme Court is the regulation of ad-
mission to the Bar and the discipline of its mem-
bers.

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court also
serves as the executive head of the entire state
court system. Acting in this capacity, he appoints
the State Court Administrator and the staff of the
Administrative Office of the State Courts. This
office performs personnel, fiscal, and purchasing
functions for the state court system. In addition,
the Administrative Office serves a wide range of
management functions, including consolidated,
long-range planning; the collection, analysis, and
reporting of information on court caseload and
operations; the development and implementation
of management improvement projects in specified
areas; and the application for and administration
of federal grants for the court system.

The State Law Library is also under the direc-
tion of the Supreme Court. This library provides an
integrated legal reference system. Its first responsi-
bility is to provide reference materials and research
services for judges and staff of all courts. However,
it also serves the general community.
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1977 IN THE RHODE ISLAND COURTS

The words and statistics that follow give a brief overview of activity in the
Rhode Island State Courts during the past year. The programs and events described
are only meant to be representative of the many activities and accomplishments of
that year.

This part of the report has been divided into four main sections; one for each
of the state courts. However, since there are many centralized or co-operative ac-
tivities in the state court system, a program described in a section on one court
could have involved another court or the entire system.

Judicial Budget

The court budget request for the 1978-79 fiscal year was presented to the Gov-
ernor’s Budget Office in the fall of 1977. This budget limited any increases to the
target levels set in the Governor’s guidelines for budget preparations. However,
these increases were further reduced by the Governor’s Budget Office.

The state courts present a unified budget to the Governor each year. The
Governor’'s Budget Office usually makes some adjustments to this budget before
including it in the total state budget as submitted to the Legislature. The chart be-
low compares the judicial budget with the total state budget for the last five fiscal
years. For the first three years shown, actual expenditures are used. The figures
used for 1977-78 are the amounts allocated by the Legislature, and the 1978-79
figures are from the Governor’s budget recommendations.

TOTAL STATE BUDGET

EXECUTIVE AND JUDICIAL
LEGISLATIVE BUDGET

BUDGET ——— 0.92%

99.08%

74-75 75-76 76-77 77-78 78-79
STATE BUDGET 647,241,631 748,928,458 815,707,973 958,650,384 989,950,476
Increase 59,351,797 101,686,827 66,779,515 142,942 411 31,300,092
JUDICIAL FUDGET 7,094,631 7,532,346 8,253,976 8,720,050 9,118,561
Increase 1,160,603 437,715 721,630 466,074 389,511
JUDICIAL SHARE 1.10% 1.01% 1,01% 0.91% 0.92%

_—_5_'—-_‘






Celleher





































doherty







-

























RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

CASES FILED 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977
Providence Bristol
Civil 3,496 3,672 4,376 4,431 3,974
Probate Appeals 19 24 45 26 46
Misc. Petitions 501 492 680 689 654
Indictments 1,955 1,649 1,638 1,455 1,689
Criminal Appeals 706 770 821 654 536
Totals 6,677 6,607 7,560 7,255 6,899
Kent
Civil 476 514 616 721 875
Probate Appeals 20 15 29 11 5
Misc. Petitions 54 91 99 108 70
Indictments 404 292 327 388 318
Criminal Appeals 194 146 168 177 147
Totals 1,148 1,058 1,239 1,405 1,415
Newport
Civil 260 233 310 299 308
Probate Appeals 1 4 3 3 4
Misc. Petitions 33 45 31 54 17
Indictments 279 307 179 164 140
Criminal Appeals 168 113 121 204 115
Totals 741 702 644 724 584
Washington
Civil 226 302 287 348 354
Probate Appeals 4 5 10 12 6
Misc. Petitions 21 38 56 31 28
Indictments 199 203 230 152 120
Criminal Appeals 232 177 181 83 88
Totals 682 725 764 626 596
All Counties
Civil 4,458 4,721 5,589 5,799 5,511
Probate Appeals 44 48 87 52 61
Misc. Petitions 609 666 866 882 769
Indictments 2,837 2,451 2,374 2,159 2,267
Criminal Appeals 1,300 1,206 1,291 1,118 886
State Totals 9,248 9,092 10,207 10,101 9,494
29
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RHODE ISLAND FAMILY COURT

DIVORCE PETITIONS FILED 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977

Providence Bristol

Absolute Divorce 2732 2,833 2,,291 2884 2,976

Bed & Board 253 237 233 235 191
Total 2,985 3,070 2,524 3,119 3167

Kent

Absolute Divorce 709 738 612 763 878

Bed & Board 84 80 75 65 46
Total 793 818 687 828 924

Newport

Absolute Divorce 346 373 412 262 498

Bed & Board 73 55 44 21 26
Total 419 428 456 283 524

Washington

Absolute Divorce 346 398 471 487 473

Bed & Board 28 23 11 10 8
Total 374 421 482 497 481
State Total 4,571 4,737 4,149 4,727 5,096

REFERRALS RECEIVED AND RECORDED
ADULT JURISDICTIONS 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977

Non-support of minor children 28 — = 4

Neglect of children 2 — — 4

Neglect to send to school 4 1 3 3 1

Contributing to delinquency 3 9 17 3 7

Alleged paternity 17 12 1 14 1

Change of Name 1 5 3 2 1

Bastardy — 4 5 7 5

Battered children —_ 2 == 2 —

Other 4 1 13 13 13
Total 59 44 52 52 28
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DIVORCE CASES HEARD AND

DECISIONS RENDERED 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977
Providence Bristol
Absolute Divorce 1837 1,927 1,731 1,523 1,948
Bed & Board 7 15 6 16 3
Cranted on Motion 77 84 58 55 75
1,921 2,026 1,795 1,594 2,026
Discontinued 17 2 9 47 58
Total 1,938 2,028 1,804 1,641 2,084
Kent
Absolute Divorce 391 367 455 431 585
Bed & Board 1 1 — 19 2
Granted on Motion 30 12 15 24 43
422 380 470 474 630
Discontinued 45 1 54 9 5
Total 467 381 524 483 635
Newport
Absolute Divorce 265 217 255 278 365
Bed & Board 1 —_ — 4 —_
Granted on Motion 24 16 14 24 24
290 233 269 306 389
Discontinued 20 10 34 28 13
Total 310 243 303 334 402
Washington
Absolute Divorce 228 246 241 313 333
Bed & Board 3 — 1 — 1
Granted on Motion 8 12 19 18 21
239 258 261 331 355
Discontinued 22 8 13 16 22
Total 261 266 274 347 377
State Total 2,976 2,918 2,905 2,805 3,498
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RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT

CRIMINAL CASEFLOW 1973* 1974 1975* 1976

1977
Misdemeanor
Arraignments 40,370 44,289 36,535 22,365 23,211
Dispositions
At Arraignment 27,949 32,136 24,537 12,661 13,477
After Trial ‘Changed Plea 10,388 10,701 11,167 9,420 12,404
Total 38,337 42,837 35,703 22,081 25,881
Backlog Increase ‘Decrease 2,033 1,452 832 284 —2,670

*Figures for these years include minor motor vehicle violations now handled by the Administrative Adjudica-
tion Division of the Department of Transportation.

Felony
Arraignments 7,769 7,107 6,732 6,392 6,907
Dispositions 5,420 3,947 6,744 6,108 8,339
Backlog Increase ‘Decrease 2,349 3,160 —12 284 —1,432
Appeals 480 449 544 410 285
CIVIL ACTIONS 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977
Filings
Small Claims 7,849 10,607 12,107 9,062 6,058
Regular Civil 18,889 20,610 21,228 19,964 22,430
Total 26,738 31,217 33,335 29,026 28,488
Dispositions

Small Claims

Hearing Judgments 1,114 717 706 631 547

Defaults & Settlements 2,728 3,471 5,906 5,688 3,728

Total 3,842 4,188 6,612 6,319 4,275
Regular Civil

Trial Judgments 1,194 1,303 1,539 2,947 2,999

Defaults & Stipulaitons 13,270 13,967 11,901 12,484 13,971

Total 14,464 15,270 13,440 15,431 16,970
Appeals 306 350 445 489 543
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