-—

Kelin

HELIN Consortium
HELIN Digital Commons

Library Consortium

Library Archive HELIN State Law Library

1984

Rhode Island Report on the Judiciary 1983-1984

Follow this and additional works at: http://helindigitalcommons.org/lawarchive
b Part of the Law Commons

Recommended Citation

"Rhode Island Report on the Judiciary 1983-1984" (1984). Library Archive. Paper 39.
http://helindigitalcommons.org/lawarchive/39

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the HELIN State Law Library at HELIN Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion

in Library Archive by an authorized administrator of HELIN Digital Commons. For more information, please contact anne@helininc.org.


http://helindigitalcommons.org?utm_source=helindigitalcommons.org%2Flawarchive%2F39&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://helindigitalcommons.org/lawarchive?utm_source=helindigitalcommons.org%2Flawarchive%2F39&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://helindigitalcommons.org/lawlib?utm_source=helindigitalcommons.org%2Flawarchive%2F39&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://helindigitalcommons.org/lawarchive?utm_source=helindigitalcommons.org%2Flawarchive%2F39&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/578?utm_source=helindigitalcommons.org%2Flawarchive%2F39&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://helindigitalcommons.org/lawarchive/39?utm_source=helindigitalcommons.org%2Flawarchive%2F39&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:anne@helininc.org







e

.l""’/ S /‘. Cqt

ot G



TABLE OF CONTENTS

RHODE ISLAND COURT
STRUCTURE ........cccoceiiiiiniannns 1

1983-1984 IN THE RHODE

ISLAND COURTS
Judicial Budget 4

SUPREME COURT
1984 Court Term Most Successful in History ..... 5
Legislation Changes Workers’ Compensation
Appeals 6
Rules of Evidence Completed .................cc.cc....... 6
Associate Justice Florence K. Murray Named
Woman Judge of the Year ..............ccccceuueeee.
Walter Kane Receives National Recognition ..
The State Law Library Adds New Volumes

ADMINISTRATION

Major Courthouse Improvements Initiated ......... 8
Continuing Education Program Changes Focus 10
Media Access to Court Proceedings Sanctioned 10
Innovative Program Reduces the Cost for Indigent

Defenseimmmsmalm s W 8.5 . . s 11
The Advisory Commutee on Legal Reference and

Research 12
RIJSS 12
Sentencing Study Committee Revises the

Benchmarks 13

Committee on Women in the Courts Named .... 15
Advisory Board for Defense of Indigents

Established 15
The Use of Word Processing Has Increased
Courtwide .16

SUPERIOR COURT
Civil Case Delay Reduction Program Enters
Phase II ...... 17
Washington County Begins Autamatxon of Civil
Cases
Reduction of Delay Efforts Focus on

Drunk-Driving 18
Four New Judges Appointed ............................ 18
FAMILY COURT
Reduction of Delay ............ccccouvivivennirncenncnnne. 20

Increase to Jurisdiction .............

Family Court Collections Increase
CASA Program Expands
Two New Judges Named to the Family Court oo 25
Benchbook ...........
Juvenile Rules

DISTRICT COURT

Small Claims Jurisdiction Increased ................. 25
Two New Judges Appointed to Fill Vacancies .. 25
Automation Assists Clerks’ Offices ................... 26
Standardized Accounting Procedures Planned .. 27
COURT DIRECTORY .....ccccooevvviniinnn 28
CASELOAD STATISTICS

Supreme 30
SUDETIOT 2" e i teasasensonnestenesassesassanonsnsnnsansssasss 32
Family .. 38
DiStrict ...cccvcvveriinninnnn 39

This report covers calendar years 1983 and 1984

Pursuant to Chapter 8-15 of the Rhode Island General Laws as amended by
Chapter 247 of the 1975 Public Laws, this report was prepared by the:
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE OF STATE COURTS
250 Benefit Street
Providence, R.I. 02903

JOSEPH A. BEVILACQUA, Chief Justice, Supreme Court
WALTER J. KANE, Administrator State Courts
SUSAN W. McCALMONT, Editor
WILLIAM A. MELONE, Production
HENRY T. RANDALL, Photographer




TR LT




RHODE ISLAND
COURT STRUCTURE

Rhode Island has a unified court sys-
tem composed of four statewide courts:
the District and Family Courts are trial
courts of special jurisdiction, the Supe-
rior Court is the general trial court, and
the Supreme Court is the court of review.

The entire system in Rhode Island is
state-funded with the exception of Pro-
bate Courts, which are the responsibility
of cities and towns; and the Providence,
Warwick and Pawtucket Municipal
Courts, which are local courts of limited
jurisdiction. The Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court is the executive head of the
state court system and has authority over
the judicial budget. The Chief Justice ap-
points a state court administrator and an
administrative staff to handle budgetary
and general administrative functions.
Each court has responsibility over its
own operations and has a chief judge
who appoints an administrator to handle
internal court management.

SUPREME COURT

The Supreme Court is the highest
court in the state, and it not only has final
advisory and appellate juriscﬁction on
questions of law and equity, but it also
has supervisory powers over the other
state courts. Its area of jurisdiction is
statewide. It has general advisory re-
sponsibility to both the Legislative and
Executive branches of the state govern-
ment and passes upon the constitutional-
it{ of legislation. Another responsibility
of the Supreme Court is the regulation of
admission to the Bar and the discipline of
its members.

The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court
also serves as the executive head of the
entire state court system. Acting in this
capacity, he appoints the State Court
Administrator and the staff of the Ad-
ministrative Office of the State Courts.
This office performs personnel, fiscal,

SUPREME COURT
5 Justices: Total Staff-82
SUPERIOR COURT FAMILY COURT
19 Justices: Total Staff-122 11 Judges: Total Staff-135
CRIMINAL: aviL: JUVENILE ADULT DOMESTIC
RELATIONS
All Felonies Over $5.000 Mandamus Delinquency Contribunngto
Equeny Habeas Corpus Dependency Delinquency e
Condemnation Prabate Appeals Mental Health WaywardtoJwvenile  Cunody
Naturalization Zoning Board Traffic Non-Support e
Extradition Appeals Paternity
AllJury Trials
o
DISTRICT COURT
13 Judges: Total Staff-65
CRIMINAL CIVIL

Violarions To $10,000

Misdemeanors Small Clauns

Felony Arragnments Mental Health

Housing Code
+seive Agency Appeals

Staffing and jurisdictional organization of the Rhode Island Courts.
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tion of property, alimony, support, and
the custody of children. It also hears peti-
tions for separate maintenance, and com-
plaints regarding sulpport for parents and
children. The Family Court also has ju-
risdiction over those matters relating to
delinquent, wayward, dependent, ne-
glected, abused or mentally defective or
mentally disordered children. It also has
jurisdiction over adoptions, child mar-
riages, paternity proceedings, and a
number of other matters involving do-
mestic relations and juveniles.

Appeals from decisions of the Family
Court are taken directly to the state Su-
preme Court.

DISTRICT COURT

Most geople who come to or are
brought before courts in this state have
contact initially with the District Court.
This court was established to give the
people of the state easy geographic ac-
cess to the court system and to provide
speedy trials in settling civil disputes in-
volving limited claims and in judging
those accused of lesser crimes. The Dis-
trict Court has statewide jurisdiction and
is divided into eight divisions.

Specifically, the jurisdiction of the
District Court for civil matters includes
small claims that can be brought without
a lawyer for amounts under $1,000 and
actions at law concerning claims of no
more than $5,000. In 1981 legislation
also gave the District Court concurrent
jurisdiction with the Superior Court for
civil actions at law between $5,000 and
$10,000 with transfer to the Superior
Court available upon demand of either
party. This court also has jurisdiction
over violations of municipal ordinances
or regulations.

In criminal cases, the District Court has
original jurisdiction over all misdemean-
ors where the right to a jury trial in the
first instance has been waived. If a de-
fendant invokes the right to a jury trial,
the case is transferred to the Superior
Court.

Unlike many limited jurisdiction
courts, the District Court does not handle
traffic violations, except for a very few of
the most serious offenses.

Appeals from District Court decisions
in both civil and criminal cases go to the
Superior Court for trial de novo. In actual
practice, this right to a new trial is seldom
used, and District Court dispositions are
final in 96.7% of all criminal cases and
98.5% of all civil cases. An additional
category of minor offense, called viola-
tions, was created by the Legislature in
1976. Decisions of the District Court on
violation cases are final and subject to
review only on writ of certiorari to the
Supreme Court.

Since October 1976, the District Court
has had jurisdiction over hearings on
involuntary hospitalization under the
mental health, drug abuse, and alcohol-
ism laws. The District Court also has ju-
risdiction to hear appeals from the ad-

WOONSIURET
s B Y e
=77 CUMBERIAND
H

]} L‘\’;; 5\,.\; )\ ARRINGTON
ON

. ] TR
s 3 N 7 N

ACHT GREENCICH CRWICH— 7| "

oAbt D P 3

——— y I o )
i [ - \»‘-Lﬂ\;. N
\ i

KN NNGY /iy
A Qe ool |
{4 Troun | f 1,‘\\:@
WY Y A S \

_NEW ‘r!\
SHOREHAM. -

Map of the State of Rhode Island Showing the Divisions of
the District Court




o 5 L (,_,_.éf
. - - 4 2w e
2 i
- -y - - -
1
- - - - e
i
. ¥
"
-~
- %l % - e ——
.
'
_
-
.- = - 5o B eV R o -
TS - — e T e
——— - S 19 e k<
= P e e A e - L
N
- . .
- Ay
S W e e - B e,
e . o Lo~ -
.
= — e e e
e i ——— SN ==,
2 e e )
- B — s
- - - i
B ¢ el mma . - e e

i S 1) : 3

>.-.'»:< rfé’ -...,._._-,"
&Ac.— ot m’
o 1T b -:-—c.,t -
e res, et ,r..q_,'
. o‘w .,«-,J:;- Tatew
2 eexf 'lh'ﬁ‘:-
L
(L
§

“l“n— "
Ml

' -s.l'

S ar






R el
.
o
F 2
= . =
- .
5t LB
—— 3 . e
) X
- " - -
. 1 Lai0e

s A A n;urv‘?“lw-

gl s, |

o msEa Il

- T =R

o~ 4 —T‘:o
TV T

e T i

- Bt |


















- x|
ey, m 2 [l

4
R R

TR e 78

-,"_...‘:.L_,

.

‘.w—-—..- P

w._..,..» =
> ¥

—— -Je-..;_-r—~—.-_ru

o azn e !-i;-: ;- ..' _5,

SRS Shpmcpiany S 7

———y - o -

- - . i .
g B s i
_z‘s_.—‘,_ L ST

o e,




~ Kelleher
















— . -;- -l P | 'LJTII
- L — ;;Tf':—‘_ =TS

54 - )." :_/' ——

1 oo foads =3

ey By pelehed dasve

Sogmtee Campd 52 A4
Benararbs et = oo 7 st o s
- ' : =l

. > - ¥ T U] S’ e
"% T D i
. . - - — T
. i ligr =
P DS
Ve -
s -
- -
L
-
=
-



Honorable Thomas |. Caldarone, Jr, Associate Justice
Superior Court

Anderson from 1972 to 1978, and in
1978 she was named Assistant U.S. At-
torney. She returned to private practice
in 1979 and joined the law firm of Boyer,
Reynolds and DeMarco where she special-
ized in Workers’ Compensation law. In

Honorable Richard |. Israel, Associate Justice Superior
Court

P

Honorable Alice Bridget Gibney, Associate Justice Supe-
rior Court

1982 she was appointed to the Workers’
Compensation gommission by Governor
Garrahy.

Associate Justice Pederzani graduated
from Providence College and Boston
College Law School. He was admitted to

?

Honorable Paul P. Pederzani, Jr, Associate Justice Supe-
rior Court
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CASELOAD STATISTICS

RHODE ISLAND SUPREME COURT

APPELLATE CASEFLOW

CASE TYPES 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
CRIMINAL

Added 116 96 97 103 91

Disposed 112 117 122 117 107

Pending 151 130 105 82 65
CIVIL

Added 304 342 328 391 349

Disposed 245 269 334 340 399

Pending 392 465 459 519 465
CERTIORARI

Added 139 134 124 122 129

Disposed 132 127 132 120 112

Pending 84 91 83 87 104
OTHER

Added 49 71 43 45 43

Disposed 55 68 41 42 47

Pending 14 17 19 16 12
ALL CASES

Added 608 643 592 661 612

Disposed 544 581 629 619 665

Pending 641 703 666 704 646
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RHODE ISLAND SUPREME COURT

DISPOSITION DETAIL

MANNER AND STAGE
OF DISPOSITION 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984

BEFORE ARGUMENT

Withdrawn 137 133 115 109 91
Dismissed 34 42 57 105 102
Petition Granted 4 14 11 5 8
Petition Denied 102 117 115 77 83
Other 18 13 5 11 6

TOTAL 295 319 303 307 290

AFTER ARGUMENT ON
THE MOTION CALENDAR

Withdrawn o . . 5 4
Affirmed . - * 86 143
Modified ° . . 2
Reversed . . . 18 16
16G Affirmed o - ) 9 12
Other > - . 10 14
TOTAL 43 57 96 130 189
AFTER ARGUMENT
ON THE MERITS
Withdrawn 7 1 3 4 4
Affirmed 130 135 137 115 102
Modified 10 9 15 13 13
Reversed 50 44 67 50 67
Other 9 16 8
TOTAL 206 205 230 182 186
TOTAL DISPOSITIONS 544 581 629 619 665
AVERAGE TIME
TO DISPOSITION 13.1 mos. 123 mos. 13.05mos. 139 mos. 14.7 mos.
MEDIAN TIME
TO DISPOSITION . s " 8.9 mos. 10.4 mos.
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

CRIMINAL CASEFLOW

FELONIES 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL

Cases Filed 2,505 3,302 3,014 2,997 2,898
Cases Disposed 2,232 2,543 2,912 3,107 2,788
Caseload Increase/Decrease +273 + 759 +102 -110 +110
Total Pending Cases 890 1,418 * ¥ 1,647
Cases Over 180 Days Old 388 707 * * 1,049

% Over 180 Days Old (43.6%) (49.8%) * 5 (63.7%)
KENT

Cases Filed 621 697 753 648 697
Cases Disposed 532 508 648 438 768
Caseload Increase/Decrease +89 +189 +105 + 210 -71
Total Pending Cases 146 164 > * 273
Cases Over 180 Days Old 45 41 * 2 110

% Over 180 Days Old (30.8%) (25%) = * (40.3%)
WASHINGTON

Cases Filed 332 331 345 363 355
Cases Disposed 491 272 281 508 323
Caseload Increase/Decrease -159 +59 +64 -145 +32
Total Pending Cases 93 160 © - 80
Cases Over 180 Days Old 45 83 * * 25

% Over 180 Days Old (48.4%) (51.9%) © . (31.3%)
NEWPORT

Cases Filed 209 246 288 224 315
Cases Disposed 207 172 288 192 425
Caseload Increase/Decrease +2 +74 +0 +32 -110
Total Pending Cases 106 134 ¥ o 88
Cases Over 180 Days Old 82 67 b . 9

% Over 180 Days Old (77.3%) (50%) % > (10.2%)
STATEWIDE

Cases Filed 3,667 4,576 4,400 4,232 4,265
Cases Disposed 3,462 3,495 4,129 4,245 4,266
Caseload Increase/Decrease +205 +1,081 +271 -13 -1
Total Pending Cases 1,235 1,876 * * 2,088
Cases Over 180 Days Old 560 898 * 2 1,220

% Over 180 Days Old (45.3%) (47.9%) M . (58.4%)
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

CRIMINAL CASEFLOW (cont.)

MISDEMEANORS 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL

Cases Filed 398 533 662 394 538
Cases Disposed 908 388 747 440 422
Caseload Increase/Decrease -510 +145 -85 -46 +116
Total Pending Cases 146 381 * o 413
Cases Over 180 Days Old 79 111 * o 214

% Over 180 Days Old (54.1%) (29.1%) iy . (51.8%)
KENT

Cases Filed 159 118 161 190 180
Cases Disposed 108 137 162 119 167
Caseload Increase/Decrease +51 -19 -1 +71 +13
Total Pending Cases 67 46 * & 78
Cases Over 180 Days Old 32 18 b * 34

% Over 180 Days Old (48.7%) (39.1%) . i (43.6%)
WASHINGTON

Cases Filed 77 111 159 151 86
Cases Disposed 337 97 83 223 72
Caseload Increase/Decrease -260 +14 +76 -72 +14
Total Pending Cases 44 67 o b 17
Cases Over 180 Days Old 23 25 * * 3

% Over 180 Days Old (52.3%) (37.3%) . o (17.6%)
NEWPORT

Cases Filed 138 106 161 299 199
Cases Disposed 144 83 73 63 415
Caseload Increase/Decrease -6 +23 +88 +236 -216
Total Pending Cases 73 99 . b 124
Cases Over 180 Days Old 54 59 > v 28

% Over 180 Days Old (73.9%) (56.9%) E Y (22.6%)
STATEWIDE

Cases Filed 772 868 1,143 1,034 1,003
Cases Disposed 1,497 705 1,065 845 1,076
Caseload Increase /Decrease -725 +163 +78 +189 -73
Total Pending Cases 330 593 . Y 632
Cases Over 180 Days Old 188 213 3 3 279

% Over 180 Days Old (56.9%) (35.9%) * it (44.1%)
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

MANNER OF DISPOSITION

FELONIES 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Plea 1,685 2,095 2,375 2,530 2,355
Dismissal 416 342 389 488 360
Trial 131 106 148 89 73
Total 2,232 2,543 2,912 3,107 2,788
KENT
Plea 415 400 557 367 685
Dismissal 89 85 82 57 71
Trial 28 23 9 14 12
Total 532 508 648 438 768
WASHINGTON
Plea 300 234 252 433 295
Dismissal 163 26 21 62 22
Trial 28 12 8 13 6
Total 491 272 281 508 323
NEWPORT
Plea 150 136 238 166 367
Dismissal 46 28 35 25 45
Trial 11 8 15 1 13
Total 207 172 288 192 425
STATEWIDE
Plea 2,550 2,865 3,422 3,496 3,702
Dismissal 714 481 527 632 498
Trial 198 149 180 117 104
Total 3,462 3,495 4,129 4,245 4,304
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

MANNER OF DISPOSITION (cont.)

MISDEMEANORS 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Plea 604 277 397 260 311
Dismissal 270 105 343 130 100
Trial 34 6 7 50 11
Total 908 388 747 440 422
KENT
Plea 85 81 110 89 112
Dismissal 17 50 46 26 48
Trial 6 6 6 4 7
Total 108 137 162 119 167
WASHINGTON
Plea 212 74 65 161 49
Dismissal 122 18 17 55 11
Trial 3 5 1 7 12
Total 337 97 83 223 72
NEWPORT
Plea 36 62 41 50 283
Dismissal 107 21 28 11 130
Trial 1 0 4 2 2
Total 144 83 73 63 415
STATEWIDE
Plea 937 494 613 560 755
Dismissal 516 194 434 222 289
Trial 44 17 18 63 32
Total 1,497 705 1,065 845 1,076
35




RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

CIVIL CASEFLOW

CIVIL ACTIONS 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Total Cases Filed 5,159 5,542 5,224 5,351 5,156
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 2,094 2,064 2,043 2,179 1,895
Cases Disposed 4,596 2,150 2,293 2,053 1,846
Caseload Increase/Decrease -2,502 -86 -250 + 126 + 49
Pending at Year End 4,597 4,707 4,522 4,638 4,687
KENT
Total Cases Filed 1,054 1,054 989 943 969
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 478 496 433 406 320
Cases Disposed 385 411 233 241 455
Caseload Increase /Decrease + 93 + 85 +200 + 165 -135
Pending at Year End 620 611 811 923 788
WASHINGTON
Total Cases Filed 495 694 501 444 580
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 164 178 177 283 204
Cases Disposed 117 259 130 194 346
Caseload Increase/Decrease + 47 -81 + 47 +89 -142
Pending at Year End 322 241 288 377 133
NEWPORT -
Total Cases Filed 450 467 498 501 589
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 132 137 157 159 160
Cases Disposed 104 72 75 87 208
Caseload Increase/Decrease + 28 +65 + 82 +72 -48
Pending at Year End 163 169 251 290 164
STATEWIDE
Total Cases Filed 7,158 7,757 7,212 7,239 7,294
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 2,868 2,875 2,810 3,027 2,579
Cases Disposed 5,202 2,892 2,731 2,575 2,855
Caseload Increase/Decrease -2,334 -17 +79 +452 -276
Pending at Year End 5,702 5,728 5,872 6,228 5,772
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

MANNER OF DISPOSITION
TRIAL CALENDAR ONLY

CIVIL ACTIONS 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Verdicts 187 198 . 116 91
Judicial Decisions 171 113 . 65 68
Total Trials 358 311 264 181 159
Dismissed/Settled /Other 2,948 1,839 1,971 1,872 1,687
Total Disposed 3,306 2,150 2,235 2,053 1,846
KENT
Verdicts 19 42 19 9 34
Judicial Decisions 53 53 18 26 85
Total Trials 72 95 37 35 119
Dismissed /Settled /Other 313 316 196 206 336
Total Disposed 385 411 233 241 455
WASHINGTON
Verdicts 5 9 10 5 12
Judicial Decisions 18 29 22 32 7
Total Trials 23 38 32 37 19
Dismissed /Settled /Other 94 221 145 157 327
Total Disposed 117 259 177 194 346
NEWPORT
Verdicts 4 15 4 12 9
Judicial Decisions 11 6 15 19 40
Total Trials 15 21 19 31 49
Dismissed /Settled /Other 89 51 56 56 159
Total Disposed 104 72 75 87 208
STATEWIDE
Verdicts 215 264 . 142 146
Judicial Decisions 253 201 . 142 200
Total Trials 468 465 352 284 346
Dismissed /Settled /Other 3,444 2,427 2,368 2,291 2,509

Total Disposed 3,912 2,892 2,720 2,575 2,855




RHODE ISLAND FAMILY COURT

JUVENILE CASEFLOW

JUVENILE FILINGS 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
Wayward/Delinquent 5,624 5,536 5,065 4,373 4,731
Dependency /Neglect/Abuse 636 647 519 632 636
Termination of Parental Rights 201 297 266 329 259
Other 662 795 845 948 1,080

Total Filings 7,123 7,275 6,695 6,282 6,706

Total Dispositions g 2 = S 5,767
Caseload Increase/Decrease ' p D s +939

JUVENILE TRIAL CALENDAR RESULTS

Cases Added 2,823 2,719 2,682 2,636 3,107

Cases Disposed 2,815 2,918 2,734 2,705 3,032

Caseload Increase/Decrease +8 -199 -52 -69 +75

Total Pending 634 436 384 315 390

Pending Wayward/Delinquent Cases 232 66 46 32 40
Over 90 Days Old

Average Time to Disposition for 110.6 days  69.6 days 71days 61.3 days 66.3 days

Wayward/Delinquent Cases

DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASEFLOW

DIVORCE PETITIONS FILED 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
Providence/Bristol 3,163 3,240 3,217 3,039 2,999
Kent 925 922 896 828 834
Newport 542 501 502 413 438
Washington 561 565 522 474 502
STATEWIDE TOTAL 5,191 5,228 5,137 4,754 4,773

CONTESTED DIVORCE
CALENDAR RESULTS

Cases Added a - * * 802
Cases Disposed d 2 * * 898
Caseload Increase/Decrease -96
Total Pending 473 644 565 576 480
Cases Pending Over 180 Days 127 279 154 164 149
Cases Pending Over 360 Days 37 101 37 59 10
Average Time to Disposition y 3 & . 226.4 days
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RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT

CRIMINAL CASEFLOW
MISDEMEANORS 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
Cases Fi.led 31,944 33,475 33,665 29,720 30,114
Cases Disposed 31,522 32,469 33,457 28,651 28,461
Caseload Increase/Decrease +422 +1,006 +208 +1,069 +1,653
Total Pending Cases ! 1,595 1,671 1,511 1,934
Cases Over 60 Days Old E 321 352 471 480
MANNER OF DISPOSITION
MISDEMEANORS
Pleas * 18,480 18,944 17,180 16,006
Filed . 4,649 4,181 3.592 3,494
Dismissed * 7,436 7,758 5,783 6,837
Trials * 553 565 652 623
Cases Appealed 411 457 278 281 344
Cases Transferred 321 632 934 558 514

TOTAL 732 1,089 1,212 839 858
FELONIES
Charges Filed 7,878 8,584 8,064 7,981 8,116
Charges Disposed 7,905 9,060 8,299 7,993 8,271
MANNER OF DISPOSITION
Charged 1,227 2,127 3,468 4,472 4,831
Not Charged/Dismissed 6,678 6,933 4,831 3,521 3,440

CIVIL CASEFLOW

REGULAR CIVIL 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984
Cases Filed 23,308 23,689 22,625 19,758 18,759
Cases Disposed 20,174 20,016 18,842 16,040 13,688
MANNER OF DISPOSTION

Defaults 12,122 11,375 12,262 9,609 7,754
Settlements 4,372 4,926 3,519 3,556 2,823
Judgments 3,680 3,715 3,061 2,783 3,031
Transfers o 8 b 92 80
Appeals 441 473 485 406 339
SMALL CLAIMS

Cases Filed 7.796 8,383 8,475 10,850 12,087
Cases Disposed 5,860 6,248 5,893 7,213 7,791
MANNER OF DISPOSITION

Defaults 4,096 4,316 3,984 4,143 4,531
Settlements 1,132 1,047 1,170 1,841 1,983
Judgments 632 885 739 1,229 1,277

Appeals 65 67 115 103 116
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