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RHODE ISLAND
COURT STRUCTURE

Rhode Island has a unified court system com-
posed of five statewide courts: the District, Family
and Workers' Compensation Courtsare trial courts
of limited jurisdiction, the Superior Court is the
general trial court, and the Supreme Court is the
court of review.

Theentire systeminRhodelslandisstate-funded
with the exception of probate courts, whichare the
responsibility of cities and towns, and the munici-
pal courts, which are local courts of limited juris-

diction. The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court is
the executive head of the state court system and
has authority over the judicial budget. The Chief
Justice appoints a state court administratorand an
adminstrative staff to handle budgetary and gen-
eral administrative functions. Each court has re-
sponsibility over its own operations and has a
chief judge who appoints an administrator to
handle internal court management.

SUPREME COURT
5 Justices Staff - 153
Appeals T i Certiorari
FAMILY COURT SUPERIOR COURT | | coMPENSANESS COURT
11Judges 2 Masters Staff - 144 22 Justices 2 Masters Staff - 129 10 Judges Staff - 37

JUVENILE: Wayward/Delinquent, Depen-
dency/ Neglect/Child Abuse, Termination

CRIMINAL: All Felonies

APPELLATE DIVISION

of Parental Rights, Adoption, Mental Health
C C for Abortion-Mi

ADULT: Contributingto Delinquency. Non-
Support, Paternity, Criminal Child Abuse

DOMESTIC RELATIONS: Divorce, Support,
Custody, Domestic Assault

CIVIL: Over $5,000, Equity, Condemnation,
Extradition, All Jury Trals, Mandamus,
Habeus Corpus, Probate Appeals, Zoning
Board Appeals

T Appeals

All Controversies Regarding Worker's Com-
pensation Claims

Certiorari /I\ Appeals
DISTRICT COURT
13 Judges 1 Master Staff - 54

CRIMINAL: Violations, Misdemeanors, Felony initial appearance

CIVIL: To $10,000, Small Claims, Mental Health, Housing Code

Administrative Agency Appeals

Staffing and jurisdictional organization of the Rhode Isiand Courts.
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SUPREME COURT

The Supreme Court results for 1991 show an
increase in docketed cases. In contrast to the fairly
constant rate of new appeals over the past three
years, docketed cases rose this year by almost 12
percent. Appeals averaged around 628 annually
between 1988 and 1990, but in 1991 the number
filed rose to 703.

CHANGE IN DOCKETED CASES

criminal _ _ _ civil ¢ ecertiorari
300 T
<k . .
200 Ceeease e, ...
100
1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

The category primarily responsible for the in-
crease has been petitions for writs of certiorari.
New appeals of this type varied only slightly in the
previous four years with annual filings averaging
approximately 168. In contrast, there were 213
petitions for certiorari filed in 1991, representing a
hike of almost 27 percent.

Criminal appeals, writs of habeas corpus, and
disciplinary actions have also gone up slightly.
Compared t01990, criminal appeals haveincreased
by eleven and writs of habeas corpus and disci-
plinary actions have each risen by four.

At the same time, dispositions have shown a
slight decline from last year's number, although
they have still been almost 14 percent above what
they were in 1988 and 1989. The total number
disposed for the year has been 653 as compared to
672in1990. Inthe two previous years dispositions
averaged 575.

An analysis of dispositions at various stages of
an appeal shows that the drop compared to last
year has been due to the number of opinions
published; dispositions atearlier stages have been
on a par with 1990. For example, there were 297
appealsdisposed prior to argument on the motion
calendar last year, and there have been 293 this
year.

10

CASES DOCKETED VS.
CASES DISPOSED

W Docketed

Z Disposed

0
en

600

500

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

In addition, dispositions after argument on the
motion calendar totaled 199 in 1990 and haverisen
in 1991 to 212. On the other hand, although the
court heard oral arguments for approximately the
same number of cases both years, 161 opinions
were published in calendar year 1990and 137 were
published this year. Asa result, the court ended
1990 with 17 appeals awaiting an opinion; this
year it ended with 39 appeals in this status.

Theaverage time to disposition has been consis-
tently around 8.6 months for the past three years
and has shown no significant change; this year it
was 8.7 months. Inaddition, close to 40 percent of
the appeals (39.3 percent) were disposed in less
than 180 days, and almost three quarters (73.2
percent) were disposed in under a year.

PENDING CASELOAD AT
END OF YEAR
479
500 462
426 429
400 | 362
w| i

12/87 12/88 12/89 12/90 12/91

Because of lower dispositions, there has been an
increase in the pending caseload this year. Atthe
end of 1990 the total number pending was 429, and
thisyearit was479. The category most affected has
been petitions and writs of certiorari. A year ago
there were 88 petitions of this type pending; the
number has now risen to 118, a jump of 34 percent.
Pending criminal appeals have also gone up. The
total was 94 at the end of 1990, and this year it has
climbed to 114.
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William McAtee
‘Administrator/Master

SUPERIOR COURT

Presiding lustice Joseph F. Rodgers, |r.
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FAMILY COURT

.

Chief Judge Jeremiah S. Jeremiah, r.

Administrator
Earl ]. Croft, Jr.
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Theoutstanding featurein the results for 1991in
Family Court has been a reduction courtwide in
the pending caseload. Thishasbeen duein part to
lower filings, but it has also been due to higher
dispositions.

Overall Family Court filings have declined
slightly compared to 1990 and have been at ap-
proximately the same level as 1989. The total filed
this year has been 15,835. Thisisa 3 percent drop
fromlast year (16,307) and is just slightly less than
the number filed in 1989 (15,957).

PROVIDENCE COUNTY
CONTESTED DIVORCE CALENDAR
CASES ADDED VS. CASES DISPOSED

g added

7 disposed

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

The decline has been due primarily to filings on
the domestic side. This year divorce petitions fell
to their lowest in five years, and abuse complaints
dropped to just under the level for 1989. The total
number of divorce petitions filed this year was
4,636ascompared t04,900in 1990. Attheir highest
level for the five-year period, divorce filings
reached 5,217 (1988). As mentioned, abuse com-
plaints have also decreased. There were 3,263
filings in this category last year, and the number
has dropped this year to 3,083, just slightly under
the total for 1989 (3,098).

OUT-COUNTIES
CONTESTED DIVORCE CALENDAR
CASES ADDED VS. CASES DISPOSED

Bl added P disposed
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1987

1988 1989 1990 1991
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The decrease in divorce petitions has carried
over to the contested caseload. This year there
have been fewer cases added to the contested
calendar than in any of the previous four years.
Courtwide the number added was 900, whereas
for the past four years the average was 988. There
was some variation county to county, however. In
Kent, Washington, and Newport Counties the
contested calendar began to decline in 1990 and
continued this trend in 1991. Washington County
showed the largest change. Contested cases
dropped from 165 to 139 between 1989 and 1990
and then fell sharply again in 1991 to 92. The
differences were smaller in Kent and Newport.
Between 1989 and 1990 the cases added to the
contested calendar declined from 268 to 211 in
Kent County, but the difference was only 9 cases
between 1990 and 1991, with 202 added to the
calendar. The results were similar in Newport
County, where the number added to the calendar
fell from 90 to 49 between 1989 and 1990 and then
showed almost no change in 1991 with 51 cases
added.

On the other hand, Providence County had an
increase in contested cases between 1989 and 1990
and only showed a decline this year. Added cases
totaled 625 in 1990 and dropped to 555 this year.

Although the cases added to the contested cal-
endar have been lower, the number disposed has
increased this year. Moreover, dispositions have
exceeded added cases in all four counties. Com-
pared to last year, dispositions for contested cases
have risen courtwide from 980 to 1,055. Also, the
number disposed has been higher than the num-
ber added in Providence County by 85 (640 dis-
posedand 555added). Dispositions have exceeded
added cases by 62 in Washington County (154
disposed and 92 added), and they have been
slightly above added cases in both Kent and New-
port Counties (Kent dispositions totaled 208 with
202 added, and Newport disposed of 53 contested
cases with 51 added).

On the bases of these results the contested
caseload hasbeen reduced toitslowest levelinfive
years. The total pending courtwide at the end of
December was 422, which was a drop of 155 cases
or roughly 27 percent compared to 1990 (577 cases
were pending courtwide a year ago). Broken
down by county, there were 254 contested cases
pending in Providence, 100 pending in Kent, 45
pending in Washington, and 23 in Newport as of
the end of this year.



PROVIDENCE COUNTY
PENDING CONTESTED CASELOAD
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OUT-COUNTIES
PENDING CONTESTED CASELOAD
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Thereductionin caseload broughtabouta corre-
sponding reduction in the number of contested
cases over 180 and 360 days old in Washington
County. Here the contested cases over 180 days
old dropped from 61 to 26 between the end of 1990
and 1991, and the cases pending over a year were
reduced from 12 to 8. However, the percentage of
the caseload in these categories was not reduced;
57 percent were over 180 days old both years, and
the percentage over a year old roseslightly from 11
percent to 17.8 percent.

29

Newport County continued to have only a very
small number of older cases. The number over 180
days old stood at three at the end of the year (13
percent), and there were no cases pending beyond
ayear.

Kent County showed only a marginal changein
the older cases. The number pending over 180
days went from 26 to 28 (from 24.5 percent to 28
perscent), and the cases over a year old rose from 6
to 8.

However, there wasan increase in the cases over
180 days old in Providence County, despite a
reduction in the total number pending. The cases
in this age category have climbed from 49 to 61
since last year and have increased as a percentage
from 14 percentto23.6 percent. On theother hand,
the cases over a year old have remained virtually
unchanged (there were 7 at the end of 1990 and 6
at the end of this year).

Courtwide the time to disposition for contested
caseshasbeenthe sameaslast year, 176.8 days, but
compared to five years ago it has been reduced by
25 percent. Theaverage time to dispositionin 1987
was 236.1 days.

On the juvenile side, the largest category of
filings, wayward /delinquent, has shown a de-
cline; the number filed (5,641) was less than the
total for both 1989 and 1990. (The number filed in
1990 was 5,794, and in 1989 it was 5,710).

However, filings in the area of dependency/
neglect/abuse have not followed this trend and
have continued to climb. The number filed this
year hasbeen 1,477, which is a record for filings of
this type. Compared to 1990, this representsa 15
percent increase (1990 filings totaled 1,283), and
compared to five years ago the number has more
than doubled (there were 697 filed in 1987).

PROVIDENCE COUNTY
JUVENILE TRIAL CALENDAR
CASES ADDED VS CASES DISPOSED

gladded P disposed
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The impact of filings on the juvenile trial calen-
dar has varied county to county; Providence
County has seen a small decline this year in cases
set for trial, there has been almost no change in the
cases added in Newport, and Kent has had a 13
percent increase. In Providence County the num-
ber added has dropped since last year from 3,316
to 3,238. It has stayed constant in Newport, with
378 added last year and 380 this year. At the same
time added cases have increased by 97 in Kent
County from 729 to 826, and they have increased
by a smaller number in Washington County, from
324 to 358.

OUT-COUNTIES
JUVENILE TRIAL CALENDAR
CASES ADDED VS CASES DISPOSED

M added Adisposed
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Notwithstanding the variation county to county
in added cases, all the counties have shown an
increase in disposed cases on the juvenile trial
calendar. Furthermore, dispositions have exceeded
the number added. In Providence County dispo-
sitions have exceeded cases by 159; the number
added hasbeen3,397,and dispositions have totaled
3,238. In Washington County there have been 20
more cases added than disposed; 378 were dis-
posed and 358 added. In both Kent and Newport
Counties there has been a smaller margin between
added and disposed cases. In Kent dispositions
exceeded added cases by two (828 to 826), and in
Newport the number disposed was 8 above the
number added (388 compared to 380).

As a consequence, the total pending juvenile
caseload has been reduced courtwide. In Provi-
dence it has gone down from 615 to 456 since last
year and in Washington it has dropped from 63 to
43. There has been less of a difference in Newport
where the pending caseload has been reduced
from 70 to 62 and in Kent where it has gone from
130 to 128.
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PROVIDENCE COUNTY
WAYWARD/DELINQUENT CASES

OVER 90 DAYS OLD
120 m
90
58
6l 44 I 48
83—
30 =

12/87 12/88 12/89 12/90 12/91

The overall reduction in caseload has carried
over in Providence County to the wayward/de-
linquent and dependency/neglect/abuse cases
over 90days old. Both were significantly lower at
the end of 1991 than they were a year ago. The
wayward/delinquent cases in this age bracket
have been reduced by 58 percent from 111 to 46,
and the dependency/neglect/abuse cases have
dropped from 246 to 192. In Providence County
the wayward/delinquent cases over 90 days old
represent 27 percent of the cascload, and the de-
pendency /neglect/abuse cases in this category,
67.6 percent.

OUT-COUNTIES
WAYWARD/DELINQUENT CASES
OVER 90 DAYS OLD
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Washington County hasalso seenaslightreduc-
tion from 13 to 8 in the number of older wayward/
delinquent cases, but the dependency/neglect/
abuse cases over 90 days old have increased
marginally from 12 to 15. The wayward/delin-
quent cases pending over 90 days make up 40
percent of the caseload, and the dependency/
neglect/abuse cases, 65 percent.
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Overall District Court filings have shownaslight
decline compared to last year. Courtwide the
number filed in 1991 was 96,069, which was 2,486
less than the total for 1990(98,555). Thisis the first
time over a five year period that the workload in
this court has shown a downturn. Nevertheless,
the caseload is still 120 percent of what it was five
years ago.

The small decline in caseload this year has been
duetocriminal filings, which havedropped slightly
compared to last year. Misdemeanor filings to-
taled 46,728 courtwide in 1990, and this year the
number filed has been 44,061. Likewise felony
filings have fallen from 10,401 to 9,807.

MISDEMEANORS AND VIOLATIONS
FILINGS VS. DISPOSITIONS

Mfilings

Fdispositions

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

Approximately half of the misdemeanor caseload
is in the combined Sixth Division. The total num-
ber of charges filed in this division for the year was
22,156, which was 2,526 less than were filed in 1990
(24,684) and represents close to a 10 percent de-
crease. The misdemecanor caseload in the Second
Division has dropped by a smaller percentage.
Last year there were 5,578 misdemeanor charges
filed in this division, and this year there were
5,166, a difference of 412 or 7.6 percent. Misde-
meanor filings in the Third Division have also
been alittle lower than in 1990. Last year's filings
in this category totaled 10,417, and this year's total
has been 10,399, a difference of 18. In contrast to
other divisions, the Fourth Division has had a
small increase in misdemeanors. The number
filed has risen from 6,049 in 1990 to 6,340.

42

MISDEMEANORS AND VIOLATIONS

FILINGS BY DIVISION
1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
2nd 3903 4527 4888 5578 5166
3rd 6746 8101 9355 10417 10399
4th 5322 5923 7280 6049 6340
6th 18937 21120 21658 24684 22156

In contrast to the criminal side, there has been a
small expansion in civil filings. Regular civil fil-
ings have increased roughly 3 percent this year,
and small claims have gone up 5 percent. Civil
filings totaled 22,015 courtwide in 1990 and have
risen to 22,719 this year, an increase of 714, and the
number of small claims has gone up from 17,447 to
18,330, an increase of 883.

Despite an overall increase, the results have
varied by division. Only two divisions have actu-
ally had higher civil filings compared to last year,
the Third and the Sixth. In the Third Division the
number filed rose from 3,054 to 3,386, and in the
Sixth Division it went up from 16,038 to 16,435.
Morcover, civil filings were the highest for the
five-ycar period in both of these divisions. On the
other hand, civil filings fell slightly in the Second
and Fourth Divisions. The number filed in the
Second Division went from 1,526 to 1,263 between
1990and 1991, and inthe Fourth Divisionitdropped
from 1,700 to 1,635.

SMALL CLAIMS
FILING: VS. DISPOSITIONS

M filings @dispositions
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L-R Frank Williams, Joseph A. Kelly, John F. Dolan, Alfred ]. Factor, Robert Pitassi.

Board of Bar Examiners
Rhode Island Supreme Court
250 Benefit Street, Providence, R1 02903
(401) 277-3272

(Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 33.38)

The Board of Bar Examiners is charged
with examining applicants on their knowledge of
the law.

The bar examination is given twice a year,
the last Wednesday and Thursday of February
and July. Applicants who take the examination
mustbe graduates of an American Bar Association
approved and accredited law school. An appli-
cantmust have received a scaled score of cighty on
the Multistate Professional Responsibility exam
prior to sitting for an examination. The Multistate
Bar exam is given on the first day, and essay
questions on Rhode Island law are given on the
second day.

The board membership includes seven
attorneysappointed by the Supreme Court. Mem-
bers serve a term of five years. Their responsibili-
ties include proctoring the bar examination, de-

signing essay questions for the examination, and
scoring the applicant responses to the questions.
Attorney John F. Dolan is the current chairman of
the board.

In 1991 the board recommended 190 ap-
plicants for admission to the bar.

Members

John F. Dolan, Chair

Robert Pitassi

Frank Williams

Alfred J. Factor

William A. Curran

Joseph A. Kelly

Marilyn Shannon McConaghy
Matthew J. Smith, Treasurer
Brian B. Burns, Administrator
Beverly A. Clark, Secretary




L-R Judge Antonio SaoBento, Jr., Justice Raymond E. Shawcross, Deming Sherman, Bradley L. Steere,
Justice Thomas H. Needham, Nancy Parsons Doolittle, Richard F. Staples, Deborah A. Smith, Richmond Viall.

Commission on Judicial Tenure and Discipline
Rhode Island Supreme Court
250 Bencfit Street, Providence, RI 02906
(401) 277-2374

(Pursuant to R.1.G.L. § 8-16-1)

The Commission on Judicial Tenure and
Discipline was created in 1974 pursuant tochapter
16 of title 8 of the Rhode Island General Laws of
1956 (1969 reenactment). The commission pro-
vides a forum for complaints againstany justice of
the Supreme, Superior, Family, District, or Work-
ers' Compensation Courts or the Administrative
Adjudication Division. The commission reviews
matters alleging serious violation of the canons of
judicial ethics, such as the following: willful and
persistent failure to perform judicial duties; dis-
abling addiction to alcohol, drugs, or narcotics;
conduct that brings the judicial office into serious
disrepute; or a physical or mental disability that
seriously interferes, and will continue to interfere,
with the performance of judicial duties.

Upon completion of a formal hearing the
commission determines whether the charges
against the judge have been sustained. If at least
seven members of the commission who were
present throughout the hearing find that the
charges have been sustained, the commission re-
portsits finding to the Supreme Court and recom-
mends reprimand, censure, suspension, removal,
or retirement of the judge. The commission may
also recommend the immediate, temporary sus-
pension of the judge during the pendency of fur-
ther proceedings. If the commission does not find
that the charges have been sustained, it dismisses
the given complaintand gives written notification
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of its findings to the judge and the complaining
party.

The commission has fourteen members
representing a cross section of the population; six
members represent the Bar Association and the
public atlarge and are appointed by the Governor
with the advice and consent of the Senate; one
member is appointed by the Senate Majority
Leader; two membersareappointed by the Speaker
of the House; five judges are appointed by the
Supreme Court and represent each judicial divi-
sion. All appointments are for a three-year term.

The current members are as follows:
Nancy Parsons Doolittle
Deborah A. Smith
Richmond Viall
Richard F. Staples, Esquire
Deming Sherman, Esquire
Bradley L. Steere, Esquire

Senator David P. Kerins, Esquire

Representative Joseph DeAngelis, Esquire

Representative Gaetano D. Parella

The Honorable Thomas H. Needham,
Chair (At-Large)

The Honorable Alice B. Gibney

The Honorable Raymond E. Shawcross

The Honorable Antonio SaoBento, Jr.

The Honorable William G. Gilroy



(Standing) Richard A. Boren, Joseph T. Little, Avram N. Cohen, Paul K. Sprague. (Seated) Albert |. Mainelli, Netti C. Vogel,
Robert V. Rossi.

Unauthorized Practice of Law Committee
Rhode Island Supreme Court
250 Benefit Street, Providence, RI 02903
(401) 277-6036

(Pursuant to RI.G.L. § 11-27-19)

The Unauthorized Practice of Law Com-
mittee was established in 1984 and is responsible
for investigating alleged instances of unautho-
rized individuals practicing law. In conjunction
with the Department of the Attorney General, this
committee prosecutes criminal violations under
the practice of law chapter of the General Laws.

There are seven committee members who
are appointed by the Supreme Court and must be
members of the Rhode Island Bar. The Committec
receives complaints from members of the Bar, the
general public, and members of the Federal Judi-
ciary operating within the State of Rhode Island,
and members of the State Judicicary.

Since most litigation initiated by the Com-
mittee requests injunctive relief, the Chairman is
required to sign verified complaints and to testify
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incourt hearings. Althoughalllitigationis handled
by the Office of the Attorney General, committee
members, and particularly the Chairman, draft
substantially all of the necessary pleadings and do
all the required legal research.

The following are the seven members of
the Committee:

Members

Avram N. Cohen, Esq., Chairman
Joseph T. Little, Esq.

Netti C. Vogel, Esq.

Robert V. Rossi, Esq.

Richard A. Boren, Esq.

Albert ]. Mainelli, Esq.

Paul K. Sprague, Esq.










CASELOAD STATISTICS

RHODE ISLAND SUPREME COURT

APPELLATE CASEFLOW

CASE TYPES 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
CRIMINAL

Added 110 98 94 100 111

Disposed 132 89 91 89 102

Pending 80 79 82 94 104
CIVIL

Added 228 295 305 310 316

Disposed 295 262 286 327 318

Pending 184 229 250 237 234
CERTIORARI

Added 174 168 175 152 213

Disposed 187 161 158 179 182

Pending 89 98 115 88 118
OTHER

Added 43 57 57 73 63

Disposed 48 46 64 77 51

Pending 9 20 15 10 23
ALL CASES

Added 555 618 631 635 703

Disposed 666 558 592 672 653

Pending 362 42 462 a9 479
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RHODE ISLAND SUPREME COURT

DISPOSITION DETAIL

MANNER AND STAGE
OF DISPOSITION

1987

1988

1989 1990 1991
BEFORE ARGUMENT
Withdrawn 65 73 69 64 85
Dismissed 87 80 97 99 95
Petition Granted 3 8 4 1 2
Petition Denied 124 108 96 119 98
Other 13 15 15 29 24
TOTAL 292 284 281 312 304
AFTER ARGUMENT
ON THE MOTION
CALENDAR
Withdrawn 1 - -
Affirmed 146 98 114 143 143
Modified - N N 2 5
Reversed 22 14 16 25 23
16G Affirmed 2 R g 3 b
Other 27 22 33 29 46
TOTAL 195 134 164 199 212
AFTER ARGUMENT
ON THE MERITS
Withdrawn - 3 1 3 -
Affirmed 125 95 94 102 82
Modified 8 12 9 7 8
Reversed 16 30 43 49 47
Other - - - = g
TOTAL 179 140 147 161 137
TOTAL DISPOSITIONS 666 558 592 672 653
AVERAGE TIME TO r
DISPOSITION 10.8 mos. 83mos 85mos.  85mos. 8.7 mos.
MEDIAN TIME TO
DISPOSITION 9.6 mos. 6.1 mos. 6.5 mos. 8.1 mos. 8.2 mos.
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

CRIMINAL CASEFLOW

FELONIES 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL

Cascs Files 3,020 5,142 5,049 4,385 4,114

Cases Disposed 3,102 4,192 5,227 4,129 4,049
Cascload Increase/Decrease ) +950 178 +256 +65
Total Pending Casces 1,643 2,407 1,877 1,997 2,056
Cases Over 180 Days Old 1,171 1,487 1,160 1,289 1,323
% Over 180 Days Old (71.3%) (61.7%) (61.8%) (64.5%) (64.3%)
KENT

Casces Filed 622 769 757 839 886

Cases Disposed 694 679 715 700 785
Cascload Increase/Decrease -72 +89 ) +139 +101
Total Pending Cases 92 210 225 260 281
Cases Over 180 Days Old 31 27 69 128 125
% Over 180 Days Old (33.7%) (12.9%) (30.7%) (49.2%) (44.5%)
WASHINGTON

Cascs Filed 397 453 187 480 386

Cascs Disposed 3mn 376 417 401 415
Cascload Increase/Decrcase +86 +77 +70 +79 -29
Total Pending Cases 196 196 244 273 218
Cases Over 180 Days Old 94 85 105 163 112
% Over 180 Days Old (48%) (43.4%) (43%) (59.7%) (51.4%)
NEWPORT

Cascs Filed 239 21 147 307 279

Cascs Disposed 185 240 215 318 329
Cascload Increase/Decrease T +81 +232 -1 -50
Total Pending Cascs 138 196 325 265 165
Cases Over 180 Days Old 96 99 194 179 88
% Over 180 Days Old (69.6%) (50.5%) (59.7%) (67.5%) (53.3%)
STATEWIDE

Cases Filed 4,278 6,685 6,740 6,011 5,665

Casces Disposed 4,292 5487 6,574 5,548 5,575
Cascload Increase/Decrease -14 +1198 +166 +477 +90
Total Pending Cascs 2,069 3,009 2,671 2,795 2,720
Cases Over 180 Days Old 1,392 1,698 1,528 1,759 1,648
% Over 180 Days Old (67.3%) (56.4%) (57.2%) (62.9%) (60.6%)
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

CRIMINAL CASEFLOW (CONT.)

MISDEMEANORS

PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Casces Filed
Cases Disposed

Cascload Increase/Decrease

Total Pending Cases
Cases Over 180 Days Old
% Over 180 Days Old

KENT
Cases Filed
Cases Disposed

Cascload Increase/Decrease

Total Pending Cases
Cases Over 180 Days Old
% Over 180 Days Old

WASHINGTON
Cases Filed
Cases Disposed

Cascload Increase/Decrease

Total Pending Cases
Cases Over 180 Days Old
% Over 180 Days Old

NEWPORT
Cases Filed
Cases Disposed

Cascload Increase/Decrease

Total Pending Cases
Cases Over 180 Days Old
% Over 180 Days Old

STATEWIDE
Cascs Filed
Cases Disposed

Cascload Increase/Decrease
Total Pending Cases

Cases Over 180 Days Old
% Over 180 Days Old

1987

471
508

427
252
(59%)

192
223

24
(8.3%‘;
120
107
+13
81

32
(39.5%)

83
81
+2
92

31
(33.7%)

866
919
T 53
468

257
(55%)
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1988

866
553

+313
524

152
(29%)

136
137
-1
22

1
4.5%)

107
96
+11
51

34
(66.6%)

69
92
-23
69

32
(46.3%)

1,178
878
+300
666

219
(32.9%)

1989

566
725

-159
507

416
(82%)

169
157
+12

38

12
(31.6%)

77
84
-7
32

18
(56.2%)

62
42
+20
109

86
(78.9%)

874
1,008
-134
686

532
(77.5%)

1990

493
510

-17
387

211
(54.5%)

89
106
-17

44

20
(45.5%)

37
55
-18
31

2
(71%)

30
45
-15
121

90
(74.4%)

649
716
-67
583

343
(58.8%)

1991

343
417

-74

309
221
(65.2%)

118
123

-5

50
18
(36%)

48
56

-8

33
14
(42.4%)

59
128

-69

36
24
(66.7%)

568
724
-156
428

277
(64 7%)




RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

MANNER OF DISPOSITION

FELONIES 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Plea 2,447 3,515 4,498 3,554 3515
Filed 72 48 44 36 28
Dismissal 482 547 599 435 430
Trial 97 74 86 103 70
Other 4 8 0 1 4
TOTAL 3,102 4,192 5,227 4,129 4,047

KENT
Plea 599 597 668 653 711
Filed 5 4 2 4 2
Dismissal 60 44 31 28 57
Trial 29 27 14 15 13
Other 1 7 0 0 2
TOTAL 694 679 715 700 785

WASHINGTON
Plea 276 326 345 317 347
Filed 2 11 2 9 7
Dismissal 29 28 43 52 53
Trial 2 8 21 21 8
Other 2 3 6 2 0
TOTAL 311 376 417 401 415

NEWPORT
Plea 151 196 181 260 268
Filed 2 3 1 3 7
Dismissal 22 26 28 40 41
Trial 9 15 5 15 12
Other 1 0 0 0 1
TOTAL 185 240 215 318 329

STATEWIDE
P!ca 3473 4,634 5,692 4,784 4,841
Filed / 81 66 49 52 44
Dismissal 593 645 701 555 581
Trial 137 124 126 154 103
Other 8 18 6 3 7
TOTAL 4,292 5,487 6,574 5,548 5,576
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

MANNER OF DISPOSITION (CONT.)

MISDEMEANORS

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
P?ea 259 303 511 291 234
Fl!ed ' 51 59 56 55 74
Dismissal 159 147 146 146 101
Trial 18 11 12 9 4
Other 21 33 0 9 4
TOTAL 508 553 725 510 417
KENT
Plea 152 93 120 75 77
Filed 14 8 8 7 18
Dismissal 24 15 25 17 13
Trial 14 17 4 3 3
Other 19 4 0 4 12
TOTAL 223 137 157 106 123
WASHINGTON
Plea 66 70 41 21 20
Filed 7 4 4 7 8
Dismissal 19 15 31 9 14
Trial 3 0 8 4 7
Other 12 7 0 14 7
TOTAL 107 96 84 55 56
NEWPORT
Plea 49 56 27 28 62
Filed 7 6 4 1 20
Dismissal 16 27 11 11 31
Trial 7 1 0 23 6
Other 2 2 0 3 9
TOTAL 81 92 42 45 128
STATEWIDE
Plea 526 522 699 415 394
Filed 79 77 72 70 120
Dismissal 218 204 213 183 159
Trial 42 29 24 18 20
Other 54 46 0 30 32
TOTAL 919 878 1,008 716 724




RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

CIVIL CASEFLOW
CIVIL ACTIONS 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Total Cases Filed 5,751 6,128 7,070 8,564 8,694
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 1,889 1,851 1,727 1,806 2,118
Cases Disposed 2,028 2,106 1,711 2,246 2,391
Caseload Increase/Decrease -139 -255 +16 -440 =273
Pending at Year End 5,456 5,157 5,217 4,522 4,188
KENT
Total Cases Filed 1,375 1,442 1,570 1,450 1,433
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 446 514 545 612 37
Cases Disposed 29 243 352 434 517
Caseload Increase/Decrease +155 4271 +193 +178 -146
Pending at Year End 549 826 1,014 1,191 1,026
WASHINGTON
Total Cases Filed 672 680 826 834 810
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 162 184 254 264 200
Cases Disposed 76 90 208 175 245
Caseload Increase/Decrease +86 +94 +46 +89 -45
Pending at Year End 374 466 496 582 532
NEWPORT
Total Cases Filed 607 613 635 622 716
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 162 170 135 123 174
Cases Disposed 69 87 96 104 181
Caseload Increase/Decrease +93 +83 439 419 -7
Pending at Year End 292 376 402 356 368
STATEWIDE
Total Cases Filed 8,404 8,863 10,101 11,470 11,653
Trial Calendar Summary
Cases Added 2,659 2,719 2,661 2,805 2,863
Cases Disposed 2,464 2,526 2,367 2,959 3,334
Caseload Increase/Decrease +195 +193 +294 -154 -563
Pending at Year End 6,671 6,825 6,931 6,661 6,103
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RHODE ISLAND SUPERIOR COURT

MANNER OF DISPOSITION - TRIAL CALENDAR ONLY

CIVIL ACTIONS 1987 1988

1989 1990 1991
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL
Verq i_cts - 76 98 67 84 103
Judicial Decisions 61 85 86 64 76
' Tgtal Trials 137 183 153 148 179
Dismissed /Settled /Other 1,891 1,923 1,558 2,098 2,212
Total Disposed 2028 2,106 1,711 2,246 2,391
KENT
Verdicts 16 10 21 26 9
Judicial Decisions 40 19 6 24 12
Total Trials 56 29 27 50 21
Dismissed /Settled /Other 235 214 325 384 496
Total Disposed 291 243 352 434 517
WASHINGTON
Verdicts 0 2 8 9 6
Judicial Decisions 0 5 18 9 9
Total Trials 0 7 26 B 15
Dismissed /Settled /Other 76 83 182 157 230
Total Disposed 72; 90 208 175 245
NEWPORT
Verdicts 2 4 6 3 3
Judicial Decisions 11 2 7] 7 30
Total Trials 13 6 8 10 33
Dismissed /Settled /Other 56 81 88 94 148
Total Disposed 69 87 96 104 181
STATEWIDE
Verdicts 94 108 102 122 121
Judicial Decisions 112 102 112 104 127
Total Trials 206 210 214 226 248
Dismissed /Settled /Other 2,258 2,379 2,265 2,733 3,086
Total Disposed 2,464 2,526 2,367 2,959 3,334
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RHODE ISLAND FAMILY COURT

JUVENILE CASEFLOW

JUVENILE FILINGS 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
Wayward/ Delinquent 5,151 5,432 5,710 5,794 5,641
Dependency/Neglect/ Abuse 697 739 994 1,283 1477
Termination of Parental Rights 204 205 193 208 214
Other 911 987 1,021 859 829

Total Filings 6,963 7,363 7,918 8,144 8,161

Total Dispositions 6,702 6,514 7,037 7,404 7,871
Caseload Increase/Decrease +261 +849 +881 +740 +290
JUVENILE TRIAL CALENDAR RESULTS
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL

Cases Added 2,294 2411 2,795 3,144 3,238

Cases Disposed 2,257 2,373 2,842 3,030 3,397
Caseload Increase/Decrease +37 +38 -47 +286 -159
Total Pending Cases 338 376 329 615 456
Pending Wayward/Delinquent

Cases over 90 Days Old 33 44 58 m 46
KENT

Cases Added 578 619 687 729 826

Cases Disposed 575 604 682 695 828
Caseload Increase/Decrease +3 +15 +5 +34 -2
Total Pending Cases 76 91 96 130 128
Pending Wayward/Delinquent

Cases over 90 Days Old 13 12 31 24 32
WASHINGTON

Cases Added 330 247 303 324 358

Cases Disposed 323 263 288 310 378
Caseload Increase/Decrease +7 -16 +15 +14 -20
Total Pending Cases 50 34 49 63 43
Pending Wayward/Delinquent

Cases over 90 Days Old 8 6 17 13 8
NEWPORT

Cases Added 245 312 346 378 380

Cases Disposed 270 301 346 349 388
Caseload Increase/Decrease -25 +11 - +29 -8
Total Pending Cases 30 41 41 70 62
Pending Wayward/Delinquent

Cases over 90 Days Old 4 8 13 23 22
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RHODE ISLAND FAMILY COURT

JUVENILE CASEFLOW (CONT.)

JUVENILE FILINGS (cont.) 1987

1988 1989 1990 1991

STATEWIDE

Cases Afided 3,447 3,589 4,131 4,747 4,802

Cases Disposed 3,425 3,541 4,158 4,384 4,991
Caseload Increase/Decrease +22 +48 -27 +363 -189
Total Pending Cases 494 542 515 878 689
Pending Wayward/Delinquent

Cases over 90 Days Old 58 70 119 171 108
Average Time to Disposition 778days 74.1days 83days 86.7days 97.3days

IDOMESTIC RELATIONS CASEFLOW

DIVORCE PETITIONS FILED
Providence/Bristol 3,134 3,035 3,088 3,022 2,916
Kent 818 871 879 875 794
Newport 405 578 415 412 408
Washington 547 733 559 591 518
STATEWIDE TOTAL 4,904 5217 4941 4,900 4,636
ABUSE COMPLAINTS
Providence/Bristol - 2,409 2,183
Kent - - 390 422
Washington 275 178
Newport - 189 255
TOTAL 2,310 2,655 3,098 3263 3,038
CONTESTED DIVORCE CALENDAR RESULTS
PROVIDENCE/BRISTOL

Cases Added 547 533 480 625 555

Cases Disposed 510 635 528 545 640
Caseload Increase/Decrease +37 -102 -48 +80 -85
Total Pending Cases 409 307 259 339 254
Cases Over 180 Days Old 116 73 42 49 61
Cases Over 360 Days Old 24 17 5 7 6
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RHODE ISLAND FAMILY COURT

DOMESTIC RELATIONS CASEFLOW (CONT.)

CONTESTED DIVORCE

CALENDAR RESULTS (cont.) 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
KENT

Cases Added 236 212 268 211 202

Cases Disposed 200 263 208 253 208
Caseload Increase/Decrease +36 -51 +60 -42 -6
Total Pending Cases 139 88 148 106 100
Cases Over 180 Days Old 30 23 36 26 28
Cases Over 360 Days Old 1 4 1 6 8
WASHINGTON

Cases Added 104 132 165 139 92

Cases Disposed 112 121 173 130 154
Caseload Increase/Decrease -8 +11 -8 +9 -62
Total Pending Cases 95 106 98 107 45
Cases Over 180 Days Old 43 47 32 61 26
Cases Over 360 Days Old 8 5 3 12 8
NEWPORT

Cases Added 83 78 90 49 51

Cases Disposed 86 83 104 52 53
Cascload Increase/Decrease -3 -5 -14 -3 -2
Total Pending Cases 47 42 28 25 23
Cases Over 180 Days Old 7 14 10 1 3
Cases Over 360 Days Old 2 0 0 0 0
STATEWIDE

Cases Added 970 955 1,003 1,024 900

Cases Disposed 908 1,102 1,103 980 1,055
Caseload Increase/Decrease +62 -147 -10 +44 -155
Total Pending Cases 690 543 533 577 422
Cases Over 180 Days Old 196 157 120 137 118
Cases Over 360 Days Old 35 26 9 25 22
Average Time to Disposition 236.1days 2354 days 196days 176.1 days 176.8 days
SUPPORT PETITIONS FILED 3,868 3,776 2,885 3,315 5,356
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RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT

CRIMINAL CASEFLOW

MISDEMEANORS

FIRST DIVISION

Charges Filed

Charges Disposed
Caseload Increase/Decrease

SECOND DIVISION
Charges Filed
Charges Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease

THIRD DIVISION
Charges Filed
Charges Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease
FOURTH DIVISION

Charges Filed

Charges Disposed
Caseload Increase/Decrease
FIFTH DIVISION

Charges Filed

Charges Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease

SIXTH DIVISION
Charges Filed
Charges Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease
SEVENTH DIVISION
Charges Filed
Charges Disposed
Caseload Increase/Decrease
EIGHTH DIVISION
Charges Filed
Charges Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease

1 These divisions have been combined with sixth di

1987

1,340
1,246

+94
3,903
3,620
+283
6,746
6,049
+697
5,322
5,051
+271
3,737
3,459
+278
6,760
5,548
+1.212
2,813
2,615
+198
4,287
4,168

+119
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1988

1,687
1,733

4,527
4,106

+421
8,101
7,235
+866
5,923
5,686
+237
4,341
3,564
+777
7,507
5,522
+1,985
3,053
3,043
+10
4,532
4,029

+503

1989

1,813
1,685

+128
4,888
4,467
+421
9,355
8,698
+657
7,280
7,170
+110
4,270
4,131
+139
7,146
6,662
+484
3,798
3,744

+54
4,631
4,735

-104

1990

2,196
1,821

+375
5578
5,492
+86
10417
9,406
+1,011
6,049
5,991
+58
4,566
3,722
+844
13,523
11,819
+1,704
4,399
4,225

+174

5,166
5,056

+110
10,399
9417
+982
6,340
5933

+407

22,156
17,393

+4,763



RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT

CRIMINAL CASEFLOW (CONT.)

MISDEMEANORS (cont.) 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
COURTWIDE
Charges Filed 34,908 39,671 43,181 46,728 44,061
Charges Disposed 31,756 34,918 41,292 42,476 37,799
Caseload Increase/Decrease +3,152 +4,753 +1,889 +4,252 +6,262
Total Pending Charges 2,545 3,180 ke 2 *
Charges Over 60 Days Old 472 428 % * o
MANNER OF DISPOSITION
Pleas 16,957 18,470 * * &
Filed 4,932 5218 J i &
Dismissed 8,038 8,866 4 i *
Trials 477 542 e 2t *
Others 779 880 Wl 4 >
Charges Transferred 575 942 & * -
TOTAL 31,756 34918 E . *
Charges Appealed 410 225 3 Y 280
FELONIES
COURTWIDE
Charges Filed 10,071 10,422 10,181 10,401 9,807
Bail Hearings * * . * 595
* unavailable due to automated system chang
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RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT

CIVIL CASEFLOW

REGULAR CIVIL 1987 1988 1989 1990
FIRST DIVISION

Charges F{led 402 393 433 413

Charges Disposed 312 401 271 414
Caseload Increase/Decrease +90 -8 +162 R
SECOND DIVISION

Charges Filed 1,002 991 1,225 1,526

Charges Disposed 669 1,378 1,117 893
Caseload Increase/Decrease +333 -387 +108 +633
THIRD DIVISION

Charges Filed 2,537 2,120 2,550 3,054

Charges Disposed 3,053 2,052 1,679 3423
Caseload Increase/Decrease -516 +68 +871 -369
FOURTH DIVISION

Charges Filed 1,316 1,399 1427 1,700

Charges Disposed 824 1,501 1,609 1,373
Caseload Increase/Decrease T 92 -102 -182 +327
FIFTH DIVISION

Charges Filed 2,232 2,373 2,750 2,592

Charged Disposed 3,762 5,475 1,752 1,489
Caseload Increase/Decrease -1,530 -3,102 +998 +1,103
SIXTH DIVISION

Charges Filed 9,604 9,103 9,124 11,664

Charges Disposed 8,395 8,359 8,606 6,586
Caseload Increase/Decrease +1,209 +744 +518 +5,078
SEVENTH DIVISION

Charges Filed 1,080 1,107 1,245 1,369

Charges Disposed 839 689 670 761
Caseload Increase/Decrease 2241 +418 +575 +608
EIGHTH DIVISION

Charges Filed 1,726 940 2,018 I

Charges Disposed 1,077 847 1,274
Caseload Increase/Decrease +649 +93 +744

{ Thes: divisions have been combined with sixth division
7

1991

1,263
1,182

+81

3,300
2,544

+842

1,635
1,180

+455

16,435
12,480

43,955




RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT

CIVIL CASEFLOW (CONT.)

REGULAR CIVIL (cont.) 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991
COURTWIDE
Cases Filed 19,899 19,215 20,772 22,015 22,719
Cases Disposed 19,030 24,770 16,978 14,939 17,386
MANNER OF DISPOSITION
Defaults 9,283 9,448 8,096 3,736 8,835
Settlements 4,723 5,856 4,680 6,109 4,110
Judgments 5,025 5,656 3,747 5,070 4,431
Transfers 99 211 455 24 10
Other 4,971 3,599 ¥ e 0
TOTAL 24,101 24,770 16,978 14,939 17,952
Appeals 321 266 256 482 453
SMALL CLAIMS
FIRST DIVISION
Cases Filed 609 411 1,049 934 .
Cases Disposed 482 371 634 856 ’
Caseload Increase/Decrease +127 +40 +415 +78
SECOND DIVISION
Cases Filed 929 836 1,037 1,200 1,207
Cases Disposed 715 725 1,200 2,509 3,103
Caseload Increase/Decrease +214 +111 -163 -1,309 -1,896
THIRD DIVISION
Cases Filed 2,100 2,614 3,543 3,307 2,957
Cases Disposed 2,539 3,020 3,759 4,121 3916
Caseload Increase/Decrease -439 -406 -216 -814 -959
FOURTH DIVISION
Cases Filed 1,317 1,887 2,330 2,207 2,266
Cases Disposed 1,184 1,776 2,096 1,997 1917
Caseload Increase/Decrease +133 +111 +234 +210 +349
FIFTH DIVISION
Cases Filed 1,781 1,684 2,004 1,872 .
Cases Disposed 3,166 4,048 1,080 1,024 b
Caseload Increase/Decrease -1,385 -2,364 +924 +848

4 ilable due to automated system ch
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RHODE ISLAND DISTRICT COURT

CIVIL CASEFLOW (CONT.)

SMALL CLAIMS (cont.)

1987 1988 1989 1990 1991

SIXTH DIVISION

Cases Fl?ed 4,367 3,791 4,083 7,255 11,900

Cases Disposed 2,133 2,074 2,259 3,034 10,002
Caseload Increase/Decrease +2,234 +1,717 +1,824 +4,221 +1,898
SEVENTH DIVISION

Cases Filed 950 940 928 1,218 +

Cases Disposed 748 847 883 1,265 +
Caseload Increase/Decrease +202 +93 +45 -47
EIGHTH DIVISION

Cases Filed 2,002 2,800 3325 + +

Cases Disposed 1,458 1,890 3,130 + +
Caseload Increase/Decrease +544 +910 +195
COURTWIDE

Cases Filed 14,055 14,963 18,299 17,447 18,330

Cases Disposed 12,725 14,851 15,041 14,806 18,938
MANNER OF DISPOSITON
Defaults 6,602 7321 7,975 7,305 9,779
Settlements 2,974 3,527 5,016 5,008 6,463
Judgments 3,149 4,003 2,050 2,493 2,696

TOTAL 12,725 14,851 15,041 14,806 18,938
Appeals 192 131 138 312 244
OTHER CATEGORIES
DOMESTIC ABUSE 533 536 639 713 803
ADMINISTRATIVE APPEALS 318 259 442 400 349

1 These divisions have been combined with sixth division.
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