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Report 2200
Court Structure

Rhode Island has six state-funded courts constituting a unified court system. The District, Family,
and Workers’ Compensation Courts, and the Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal are trial courts of limited juris-
diction. The Superior Court is the general trial court, and the Supreme Court is the court of review. The
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court is the executive head of the judicial system and has authority over the
judicial budget. The Chief Justice appoints a State Court Administrator and staff to handle budgetary
and administrative tasks. Each individual court also has its own chief judge and administrator to handle
internal court management.

Rhode Island s Unified Court System

Supreme Court

ﬁ'fﬂ-— 5 Justices - 146 Staff —7‘
APPEALS °  Administrative Office  °
. of State Courts . n
Famlly Court - BEEpcontAaniEaer . Superior Court
19Justices - 16 Magistrates - 156 Staff ‘ Court Personnel Office 99 Justices - 3 Magistrates - 135 Staff
Juvenile: Wayward/Delinquent, Dependancy: Law Library
Neglect/Child Abuse,Termination of Parental Court Computer Systems \ .
- Criminal: All Felonies
Rights, Adoption, Mental Health Commit- + Faciliti £ ==
ments, Consent for Abortion-minors e s NEnFemes | S Qe 5,00 sy,

Records Center 2 Condemnation, Extradition, All Jury Trials,
. Mandamus, Habeas Corpus, Probate
Appeals, Zoning Board Appeals

Aduit: Contributing to Delinquency,
Nonsupport, Patemity, Criminal Child Abuse
Domestic Relations: Divorce, Support,
Custody, Domestic Assault

WRIT OF WRIT OF
CERTIORARI CERTIORAR
APPEALS)

Workers’ District Court

Compensation Court 13 Judges - 9 Magistrates - 65 Staff

10 Udges a2 Start Criminal: Violations, Misdemeanors,

Appellate Division Felony Initial Appearance, Bail Hearings
Civil: Under $10,000, Small Claims, Mental

All Controversies Regarding Health, Housing Code, Landlord/Tenant,
Workers' Compensation Claims Administrative Agency Appeals
|

Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal
4 Judies - 3 Magistrates - 76 Staff
e

i
All Non- minat Matters Re sw= - Traffic Cases, Control of Traffic Summorns, Review of Traffic Offense
Decisions of Municipal Courts, Appeals from the Division of Motor Vehicles

Note: As the descriptions in the diagrams are not exhaustive, the more common type of cases that are heard
in the respective courts are listed. n
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a trust established by will or with
respect to tax minimization or
estate planning. In addition,
criminal and civil cases tried in the
District

specifically provided by statute,

Court, except as
are also brought to the Superior
Court on appeal for a trial de novo.
Other types of appeals and
statutory proceedings, such as
redevelopment, land condemnation,
zoning appeals, administrative
appeals, and enforcement of
arbitrator’s awards, also fall under
the jurisdiction of the Superior
Court.

Also within the jurisdiction of
the Superior Court is the gun court
calendar. Due to the growing
number of gun related offenses,
the gun court calendar was
established to expedite the
processing and disposition of
criminal cases relating to the
illegal possession and use of guns
and other dangerous weapons.

Finally, the Superior Court
shares concurrent jurisdiction with
the Supreme Court over writs of
habeas corpus and mandamus and
certain other prerogative writs.
Appeals from the Superior Court
are heard by the Supreme Court.

The Family Court was

created to focus attention and

address problems involving

families and children. Its goals

Providence/
Bristol County

Kent County

Newport County

Washington County

are to assist,

protect, and if

possible, restore families whose
well being or unity is threatened.
The court also ensures that
children within its jurisdiction
receive the care, guidance, and
control conducive to their best
interests and welfare. If children
are removed from their parents,
the court also seeks to provide
them with the equivalent of high
quality parental care.

The Family Court has
jurisdiction to hear all petitions for
divorce and any motions in
conjunction with divorce
proceedings, such as property
child
support, and child custody. It

distribution, alimony,
hears petitions for separate
maintenance and complaints
regarding support for parents and
children.

The Family Court has
jurisdiction over matters relating

to delinquent, wayward, dependent,
neglected, abused, mentally
deficient, or disordered children.
The Family Court also hears and
determines all petitions for
guardianship of any child who has
been placed in the care, custody,
and control of the Department for
Children, Youth, and Families. It
also has jurisdiction over
adoptions, child marriages,
paternity proceedings, and other
matters involving domestic relations
and juveniles.

The Family Court has
jurisdiction over all matters
relating to the enforcement of laws
regulating childcare providers and
child placing agencies. It also
coordinates statewide juvenile
hearing boards and teen courts
that handle noncriminal juvenile
matters.
Court decisions are taken directly

Appeals from Family

to the Supreme Court.
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The Workers® Compensation
Commission was established in
1954 and functioned independently
untll it was made a court within
the unified court system in 1991.
The Workers' Compensation Court
has jurisdiction over disputes
between employees and employers
n relation to compensation for
occupational disabilities, the
reasonableness of medical and
hospital bills, and the extent and
duration of a disability. The court
also retains junsdiction over disputes
between an inswance camier and an
employer under a workers’
compensation nsurance contract.

The workers' compensation
statutes establish that employers
assume the cost of occupational
disabihities without regard to fault

Six basic objectives underlie
workers’ compensation laws:
¢ TJo provide sure, prompt, and
reasonable income and medical
benefits to work-accident victims
or income benefits to their
dependents, regardiess of fault.

* To provide a single remedy and
reduce court delays, costs, and
work loads arising out of personal-
ingury litigation.

* To relieve public and private
charnities of financial drains
incident to uncompensated
occupational disabilities

* To regulate payment of fees to
lawyers and witnesses as well as
time-consuming trials and appeals
. To encourage maximum
employer interest in safety and

Providence/
Bistol County
6th Dwvision

Kent County
3rd Division

5y
f

Newport
County

Washington
County
4th Division

rehabilitation through an appropriate
experience-rating mechanism.

¢ To promote frank study of the
causes of accidents (rather than
concealment of fault), thereby
reducing the
preventable accidents and

number of

consequent human suffering.
Appeals from Workers’
Compensation Court decisions are
first heard by an appellate division
within the court, a three-judge
panel made up of any three judges
of the court other than the trial
Jjudge. This panel first determines
If a basis for appeal exists by
reviewing the transcript and the
record of the case along with any
briefs or memoranda of law
submitted by the appellant. If a
basis 1s found, the panel hears oral
argument and enters a final decision.
If either party 15 aggrieved
by the decision of the appellate
division, that party may petition the
Supreme Court by writ of certiorar:.

Since most people appearing
before a court in this state initially
appear in District Court, this court
has been divided
divisions to provide easy geographic
access to the court system. The
jurisdiction of the District Court
includes small claims, violations of
municipal ordinances and regulations,
and misdemeanors when the right
to a jury trial in the first instance
has been waived. [f a defendant
invokes the right to a jury trial, the
case is transferred to the Superior
Court. Appeals from District Court
decisions go to the Superior Court
for a trial de novo.

into four

Violations and hearings on
involuntary hospitalization under
the mental-health, drug-abuse,
and alcoholism laws also fall
under the District Court’s
Jurisdiction. The District Court
hears appeals from and orders
compliance with the subpoenas

o
werried fosilicearioy 1.
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The Supreme Court results for the year

2000 showed a continuing decline in the
number of cases docketed (see Rhode Island
Supreme Court’s Appellate Caseload Statistics
to follow). The total number of cases
docketed was at its lowest level in over
twenty years with a decrease occurring in
each case type. The two categories
evidencing the greatest percentage decrease
in docketed cases were petitions for writ of
certiorari, dropping by 11 percent, and civil
appeals, dropping by 10 percent. Criminal
appeals and miscellaneous appeals recorded
much smaller differences in docketing.
Criminal appeals dropped by 5 percent while
miscellaneous appeals dipped by 7 percent.
Once again, the Supreme Court disposed of
more appeals than were docketed (see Rhode Is-
land Supreme Court’s Statistics on Manner of Dis-
position to follow). In 2000, dispositions totaled
564 cases and included 261 written decisions, of
which 91 were full opinions, 105 were per curiam
opinions, and 65 were orders. The appeals dis-
posed of prior to oral argument on the motion cal-
endar accounted for the greatest percentage re-

Supreme Court Caseload

CHANGE IN DOCKETED CASES
End of the. Year

350
300 |

250 |
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—Criminal  Civil ==Certiorari ¢  the |

corded at 54 percent. The cases disposed of on the motion calen-
dar accounted for 30 percent of the total, while the number dis-
posed of after argument on the merits was approximately 16 per-
cent. The Supreme Court has established a goal of disposing of
appeals 300 days from the docketing of the case. In 2000, the court
disposed of approximately 45 percent of the appeals within this

guideline.
At the end of 2000, the number of appeals pending in the
Supreme Court decreased (see Rhode Island Supreme Court’s
Appellate Caseload Statistics to follow). The overall

End of the Year

800

3

1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

Docketed
™ Disposed

600 [
[ \
1 ‘
‘ N |
0

decline was due to the reduction in petitions for writ

CASES DOCKETED VS. CASES DISPOSED of certiorari. Pending cases in this category de-

creased by 28 percent from last year and were re-
duced by over 50 percent compared to five years
ago. Pending civil, criminal, and miscellaneous ap-
peals increased only a negligible amount.

Areview of the pending caseload relative to its stage
within the appellate process demonstrated that the num-
ber of cases awaiting a pre-briefing conference de-
creased marginally from last year. On the other hand, the
number of cases awaiting a show cause hearing rose by
20, while the cases pending at the oral argument stage
increased by 97.
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Appellate Caseload Statistics

1996 1997 1998 1999
Case Types
Criminal
Docketed 110 106 98 102
Disposed 103 98 79 98
Increase/Decrease +7 +8 +19 +4
Pending 115 124 141 147
Civil
Docketed 296 321 287 281
Disposed 300 3929 337 o7
Increase/Decrease -4 -8 -50 +10
Pending 356 348 303 318
Certiorari
Docketed 293 196 196 155
Disposed 244 998 215 160
Increase/Decrease -21 -32 -19 -5
Pending 151 119 102 100
Miscellaneous
Docketed 45 41 42 54
Disposed 58 49 53 48
Increase/Decrease -13 -8 -1 +6
Pending 14 9 4 11
All Cases
Docketed 674 664 623 592
Disposed 705 704 684 577
Increase/Decrease -31 -n -61 +15
Pending 636 600 550 576
Notices of Appeal Pending 21 270 208 139

Pending Greater Than 180 Days 21 140 129 54




Manner/Stage of Disposition
Before Argument

Withdrawn

Dismissed

Petition Granted

Petition Denied

Other

Total

After Argument/Motion Calendar
Withdrawn

Affirmed

Modified

Reversed

Articie |, Rule 16(g) - Affirm Order or Judgment Below
Atticle |, Rule 12A - Show Cause Orders
Other

Total Orders

Per Curiam

Total

After Argument/Merits
Withdrawn

Affirmed

Modified

Reversed

Total

Total Dispositions

% Disposed of Within 300 Days of Docketing

403

181

121

705

Statistics on Manner of Disposition

1997 1998 1999
81 87 89
97 198 70
5 9 5
147 139 114
4l 31 26
351 352 304
0 0 1
113 83 44
0 0 1
2 19 3
0 1 0
5 42 49
104 88 = A5k
- 114 103
b 77 96
239 191 199
0 0 0
70 56 49
13 12 8
31 31 17
114 99 74
704 684 577
o Y 47%
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Superior Court Caseload

Felony Cases

The Superior Court saw a slight increase in felony filings of 3.5
percent in 2000, but filings remained lower than the 1997 and 1998
levels (see Rhode Island Superior Court’s Felony Caseload Statistics to

follow). Felony dispositions exceeded filings
in Providence/Bristol, Newport, and Washing-
ton Counties, while Kent County disposed of
87 percent of its filings.

In both Kent and Newport Counties,
76 percent of all felony dispositions were
handled within 180 days of the Superior Court
filing (see Rhode Island Superior Court’s Statis-
tics on Manner of Disposition - Felonies to fol-
low). In Washington County, 68 percent of the
cases were disposed of within the 180-day
guideline, while in Providence/Bristol County
65.6 percent were disposed of within 180 days.

By the end of 2000, 21 percent of the
felony caseload in Washington County was
pending over 180 days from the Superior Court

filing, while in Newport County the percent-
age over 180 days was 29 percent (see Rhode
Island Superior Court's Felony Caseload Sta-

tistics to follow).  In Kent County, the per-

FELONY CASES DISPOSED OF WITHIN 180 DAYS OF
SUPERIOR COURT ARRAIGNMENT

Less Than 180 Days

67.5%

Greater Than 180 Days
32.5%

CHANGE IN CASE FILINGS BY CATEGORY
10 Thousands
8
&l .
4
2
1996 1997 19;3 1999 2000
—Felonies©Misdemeanors _Civil

centage of cases still pending over 180 days
was 39 percent, and in Providence/Bristol
County the figure was at 51 percent.

Misdemeanor Cases

Misdemeanor filings dropped
sharply in 2000, as filings in Providence/Bristol
County decreased by approximately 63 per-
cent from the 1999 level (see Rhode Island
Superior Court's Misdemeanor Caseload Sta-
tistics to follow). In the other three counties,
misdemeanor filings increased from last year
with Kent and Newport Counties seeing its
highest level of filings in five years.

T‘.":"‘}'




Misdemeanor dispositions ex-
ceeded filings in Providence/Bristol, New-
port, and Washington Counties but fell
short in Kent County where the disposi-
tion rate was 95 percent of the cases filed
(see Rhode Island Superior Court’s Mis-
demeanor Caseload Statistics to follow). 3
Nevertheless, Kent County still had the

highest percentage of misdemeanor 2
cases disposed of within the Superior 4
Court guideline of 90 days from filing, op-

erating at 48 percent (see Rhode Island 0

Superior Court's Statistics on Manner of

PENDING CASES ON CIVIL TRIAL CALENDAR

s Thousands

1in

1996 1997 1998 1999

Disposition - Misdemeanors to follow). In
Newport County 47 percent of misde-
meanor cases were disposed of within 90 days of
filing, in Washington County the rate was 32 per-
cent, and in Providence/Bristol County the rate was
18 percent.

By year-end, the total pending misde-
meanor cases statewide were at 183 (see Rhode
Island Superior Court’s Misdemeanor Caseload Sta-
tistics to follow). Approximately 75 percent of the
overall pending cases were in Providence/Bristol
County. Of the 183 pending cases, 76 percent
exceeded the 90-day guideline.

Civil Cases

Civil filings in 2000 were largely on par with
the previous year as the total number of civil cases
filed increased negligibly (see Rhode Island Supe-
rior Court’s Civil Caseload Statistics to follow). The
decrease in the number of cases added to the trial
calendar evidenced a five-year low. Providence/
Bristol and Washington Counties accounted for the

10

decline in cases added to the trial calendar, whereas the numbers
increased in the other two counties. in Providence/Bristol County, the
number of cases added to the trial calendar dipped below 1,800 for
the first time in over a decade, and in Washington County, the number
was the lowest in five years.

Three counties, Providence/Bristol, Kent, and Washington,
were able to dispose of more cases on the trial calendar than were
added this year (see Rhode Island Superior Court’s Statistics on Man-
ner of Disposition - Trial Calendars Only to follow for a further break-
down on dispositions). However, in Newport County the disposition
rate of cases on the trial calendar was at 87 percent. In all counties,
the median time frame to dispose of a case placed on the trial calen-
dar was between 24 and 30 months.

In Providence/Bristol, Kent, and Washington Counties,
the number of civil cases that were pending trial at the end of
2000 decreased compared to a year ago (see Rhode Island Su-
perior Court’s Civil Caseload Statistics to follow). Only Newport
County showed an increase in civil cases pending trial at year-
end. Additionally, the Superior Court arbitration/mediation pro-
gram resulted in the disposition of 628 civil cases, a decrease
from 1999.

i
Nbeireed feecloceer vy l




.9?:5«4 Mn/ Hecprereor Corert

Felony Caseload Statistics




Statistics on Manner of Disposition - *elonies

1996 1997 1998 1999

Felonies
7 stol Coun
;};‘;;""’”“”’”“ 4 4135 4,145 4,178 4.027
Filed 10 13 8 . 8
Dismissed 399 388 406 390
Trial 61 80 73 03
Other 1 3 7 1
Total 4,536 4,629 4,672 4,491
% Disposed of Less Than 180 Days From Filing Y -] D *
Kent County
Plead 653 600 699 517
Filed 9 1 17 23
Dismissed 49 59 37 43
Trial 36 34 30 6
Other 2 0 3 1
Total 749 704 786 590
% Disposed of Less Than 180 Days From Filing 4 d o .
Newport County
Plead 401 357 269 934
Filed 97 927 14 1"
Dismissed 39 37 31 18
Trial 3 5 2 1
Other 0 0 0 1
Total 470 426 316 265
% Disposed of Less Than 180 Days From Filing H * Q <
Washington County
Plead 309 332 390 295
Filed 9 2 9 9
Dismissed 23 32 34 19
Trial 9 21 1" 4
Other 5) 4 1 1
Total 355 391 375 328
% Disposed of Less Than 180 Days From Filing E B * -
Statewide
Plead 5,498 5,434 5,466 5,073
Filed 55 53 48 51
Dismissed 440 516 508 470
Trial 109 140 116 76
Other 8 7 1 4
Total 6,110 6,150 6,149 5,674
% Disposed of Less Than 180 Days From Filing * 2! o 2
*Not available.



Misdemeanors

Providence/Bristol County

Cases Filed

Cases Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease

Total Pending Cases

Cases Over 90 Days Old

% Greater Than 90 Days from Filing

Kent County

Cases Filed

Cases Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease

Total Pending Cases

Cases e 90 Days Old

% Greater Than 90 Days from Filing

Newport County

Cases Filed

Cases Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease

Total Pending Cases

Cases Over 90 Days Oid

% Greater Than 90 Days from Filing

Washington County

Cases Filed

Cases Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease

Total Pending Cases

Cases Over 90 Days Old

% Greater Than 90 Days from Filing

Statewide

Cases Filed

Cases Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease

Total Pending Cases

Cases Over 90 Days Old

% Greater Than 90 Days from Filing

1996

203

994

21

126

88
(69.8%)

89

19

-37

44

20
(45.4%)

58

108

-50

17

1
(64.7%)

303

374

-7

78

55
(70.5%)

646

825
-179
265

174
(65.7%)

1997

959
1
+31
138
83
(60%)

81

100

-19

2

14
(53.8%)

31

46

-15

12

4
(33.3%)

64

132

48

27

19
(70.4%)

498

499

7

203

190
(59.1%)

Misdemeanor Caseload Statistics

1998 1999
409 458
218 557

+184 -9
248 188
115 133

(46.4%) (70.7%)
63 89

69 69

-6 +20

14 31

8 15
(57%) (48.4%)
54 41

72 74

-18 -33

18 23

10 18
(56%) (78.3%)
49 46

65 46

-23 0

15 20

4 4
(27%) (10%)
561 634
494 746

+137 -112
295 262
137 168

(46.4%) (64.1%)
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Civil Caseload Statistics

*Not availabie.




Statistics on Manner of Disposition - Trial Calendars Only

1996 1997 1998 1999
Civil Actions
Providence/Bristol County
Verdicts 104 90 117 118
Judicial Decisions 70 78 80 101
Total Trials 174 168 197 219
Dismissed/Settled/Other 1,554 1,477 1,485 1,530
Arbitration/Other Exceptions 393 361 3924 368
Total Disposed 2,051 2,006 2,006 2,117
Kent County
Verdicts " 20 3 9
Judicial Decisions 18 21 8 29
Total Trials 29 41 11 31
Dismissed/Settled/Other 285 370 120 230
Arbitration/Other Exceptions 57 67 109 134
Total Disposed 371 478 240 395
Newport County
Verdicts 4 9 1 7
Judicial Decisions 3 4 7 5
Total Tnals 7 13 8 12
Dismissed/Settled/Other 108 116 175 168
Arbitration/Other Exceptions 17 14 20 13
Total Disposed 132 143 203 193
Washington County
Verdicts 6 n 16 8
Judicial Decisions 1 23 8 6
Total Trials 17 34 24 74
Dismissed/Settled/Other 937 209 173 139
Arbitration/Other Exceptions 57 59 23 97
Total Disposed 311 302 220 180
Statewide.
Verdicts 125 130 137 142
Judicial Decisions 102 196 103 134
Total Tnals 227 256 240 275
Dismissed/Settled/Other 2,184 2172 1,953 2,067
Arbitration/Other Exceptions 454 501 476 549
Total Disposed 2,865 2,929 2,669 2,885

Report 2000 "7 -l
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WAYWARD/DELINQUENT CASES
ADJUDICATED WITHIN 90 DAYS

Less Than 90 Days

45.3%

e

Greater Than 90 Days
54.7%

percent of its cases in this category
within 90 days.

Another area closely monitored by
the Family Court was the termination of
parental rights caseload on the con-
tested calendar in Providence/Bristol
County. Progress was made in this area
compared to 1999 as the total number
of pending cases decreased by 15 per-
cent in 2000, and the number of fami-
lies (same mother, various children) in
this caseload dropped by almost 30

percent. However, the most significant

a row, while elsewhere filings increased.
Disposition rates for wayward/delinquent

petitions was led by Newport County at 93 per-

cent, while the disposition rate in Providence/Bristol

County was reported at 86 percent. Kent

gains were made in eliminating the

backlog of contested termination of parental rights. The number of fami-

lies with cases pending for more than a year was reduced by more than

two thirds (from 23 to 8), and the number of their cases pending for

more than two years was cut In half (from 8 to 4).

County disposition rates for wayward/delin-
quent cases were 82 percent with Washing-
ton County close behind at 81 percent.

The Family Court has established a
goal of adjudicating the wayward/delinquent
cases within 90 days from the time of filing.
This year Washington County adjudicated 49
percent of the wayward/delinquent caseload
within the 90-day Quideline, while Providence/
Bristol County adjudicated 46 percent. New-
port County adjudicated 43 percent within this
time frame, and Kent County adjudicated 49

140

120

PENDING CONTESTED TERMINATION
PARENTAL RIGHTS CALENDAR
Providence/Bristol County

1996 1997

m
Greater Than
360 Days

1998 1999 2000

] =]
Greater Than All Families

180 Days
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Domestic Relations Caseload Statistics
1996 1997 1998 1999

Divorce Petitions Filed

Providence/Bristol County 2,813 2,679 2,785 2,942
Kent County 838 859 871 833
Newport County 362 393 369 353
Washington County 537 595 612 570
Statewide Total 4,550 4,526 4,637 4,698
Abuse Complaints Filed
Providence/Bristol County 2,120 2,113 2,066 2,015
Kent County 367 396 358 332
Newport County 262 299 211 201
Washington County 207 957 183 291
Statewide Total 2,976 2,988 2,818 2,769
Contested Divorce Calendar Results
Providence/Bristol County
Total Pending Cases 169 477 247 &
Cases Greater Than 180 Days From Calendaring 42 23 1" A
Cases Greater Than 360 Days From Calendaring 15 6 4 d
" Cases Greater Than 360 Days From Filing L3 9 96 47
Kent County
Total Pending Cases 34 49 45 22
Cases Greater Than 180 Days From Calendaring 5 6 3 2
Cases Greater Than 360 Days From Calendaring 0 0 0 1
Newport County
Total Pending Cases 11 14 12 2
Cases Greater Than 180 Days From Calendaring 4 2 2 0
Cases Greater Than 360 Days From Calendaring 0 0 0 0
Washington County
Total Pending Cases 27 11 16 12
Cases Greater Than 180 Days From Calendaring 6 0 2 2
Cases Greater Than 360 Days From Calendaring 9 0 0 0
Statewide
Total Pending Cases 241 121 97 »
Cases Greater Than 180 Days From Calendaring 57 31 18 :
Cases Greater Than 360 Days From Calendaring 17 6 4
Support Petitions Filed 6,407 5,124 3,370 3,998
Total Hearings Related to Support 17,627 20,864 93,974 292,889
' Not available.

‘\ All new filings are handled under the case mar It process P in 1996.



Juvenile Caseload Statistics

1996 1997 1998 1999
Juvenile Filings by Category
Wayward/Delinquent 7,776 7516 6,880 6,126
Dependancy/Neglect/Abuse 1,606 1,523 1,770 1,486
Termination Parental Rights 396 358 396 324
Adoption/Guardianship 690 598 591 610
Violations 713 806 854 884
Other 57 70 64 vl
Total Filings 11,238 10,871 10,555 9,501
Juvenile Filings by Location
Providence/Bristol County 7,789 7,509 7,154 6,386
Kent County 1,377 1,503 1,446 1,495
Newport County 888 802 808 709
Washington County 1,184 1,057 1,147 981
Total Filings 11,238 10,871 10,555 9,501
Juvenile Calendar Resuits
for Wayward/Delinquent
Cases Only
Providence/Bnistol County
Filed b 4,870 4,366 3,820
Disposed s 5,066 4,417 3,751
Increase/Decrease e -196 -101 +69
% Disposed of Less Than 90 Days From Filing he i & (56%)
Kent County
Filed 3 1,174 1,050 1,044
Disposed * 1,106 1,070 999
Increase/Decrease N 68 90 +199
% Disposed of Less Than 90 Days From Filing - * % (47%)
Newport County
Filed * 634 605 595
Disposed 0 706 569 494
Increase/Decrease * -72 43 +31
% Disposed of Less Than 90 Days From Filing * i 3 (42%)
Washington County
Filed z 838 859 737
Disposed . 871 755 712
Increase/Decrease y -33 +102 +925
% Disposed of Less Than 90 Days From Filing P - . (52%)
Statewrde,
F«!ed g 7,516 6,880 6,126
Disposed . 7,749 6,795 5879
Increase/Decrease ' -233 85 +9247
% Disposed of Less Than 90 Days From Filing 9 * ' (53%)

' Not available
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Workers’ Compensation Court Caseload

Petitions continued to increase in 2000 for a second year in a
row even though the number of new claims filed was still lower than
the 1996 and 1997 levels (see Rhode Island Workers' Compensation
Court’s Caseload Statistics to follow). The total petitions filed in 2000
were 7,827, an increase of approximately 4 percent from the previous

1998, which was at 62 percent. However, trials
that were disposed of within 270 days from the
date of filing decreased from 75 to 70 percent in
2000, while the trials that were disposed of within
a year declined from 84 to 79 percent. The fact

year. The increase was primarily due to the 7 percent jump in
the filing of employee petitions. The filing of miscellaneous
petitions, such as lump sum settlements and medical payments,
also increased slightly in 2000. On the other hand, the filing of
employer petitions declined at a rate of approximately 6 percent.

With the exception of 1999, dispositions once again
exceeded filings in the Workers' Compensation Court. The court
disposed of 8,018 cases in 2000, 191 more cases than were
filed. The rate of dispositions at the pretrial stage rose just slightly
compared to last year but was significantly higher than in the
past (see Rhode Island Workers’ Compensation Court’s Statistics
on Manner/Stage of Disposition to follow). The rate of
dispositions in 2000 was 67 percent, while in 1999 the rate was
at 66 percent. In previous years, dispositions at pretrial
consistently fell between 58 and 59 percent. The numbers
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indicate that fewer trials occurred in both 1999 and 2000 than in
previous years.

The percentage of pretrials that were disposed of within 30 days
rose from 45 to 50 percent in 2000 but was still lower than the level in
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that the Workers' Compensation Court is currently
operating with a full complement of ten judges, as
opposed to eight in the previous year, has been a
significant factor in both the decline in pending
trials, decline in pending caseload, and the faster
disposition of cases at the trial stage.

The Workers” Compensation Court decreased
the pending caseload by 7 percent by year-end
(see Rhode Island Workers' Compensation Court's
Caseload Statistics to follow). Although the number
of petitions pending trial declined in 2000 by
approximately 10 percent from 1999, the
percentage of those cases pending trial that were
greater than 270 days of filing increased from 38 to
41 percent. Additionally, the appellate panels
disposed of 131 appeals by year-end, a reduction
from the 1999 caseload by 37 (see Rhode Island
Workers' Compensation Court’s Statistics on
Manner/Stage of Disposition to follow).
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Caseload Statistics

1996 1997 1998 1999
Petitions Filed
Employee Petitions
Original 3,154 92,918 2,807 3,006
To Review 1,613 1,555 1,476 1,544
Second Injury 17 5 9 1
To Enforce 616 640 608 544
Total 5,400 5,118 4,900 5,095
Employer Petitions
To Review 1,755 1,674 1,566 1,594
Other
Lump Sum Settlement 931 877 836 749
Hospital/Physician Fees 44 38 o o
Other 939 187 102 120
Total 1,214 1,102 938 862
Total Petitions 8,369 7,894 7,404 7,551
Total Dispositions 8,831 8219 7,743 7,319
Caseload Increase/Decrease -469 -395 -339 +932
Total Pending Caseload 3,087 2,796 2,462 2,706
Total Cases Pending Trial 8 " 1,366 1,479
Cases Pending Trial Greater Than 270 Days . b 452 563

* Not available.
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District Court Caseload

District Court filings increased slightly in the year 2000, reach-
ing a total of 66,713 cases, a rise of 3.6 percent compared to 1999.

All but one division of the District Court recorded increased filings,

Additionally, felony filings in the District Court rose
by almost 14 percent. Misdemeanor filings were
higher in three of the four divisions, climbing by

16 percent in the Second Division, approximately

TOTAL FILINGS
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13 percent in the Fourth and Sixth Divisions, while
the Third Division dropped 11.4 percent.
Misdemeanor dispositions exceeded fil-
ings in the Second and Third Divisions. However,
the disposition rate of misdemeanor filings ap-
proached 100 percent elsewhere with a disposi-
tion rate of 96.4 percent in the Fourth Division, and a
disposition rate of 97 percent in the Sixth Division.
The District Court had set a goal of dis-

posing of all misdemeanors within 60 days from

the date of filing. In the Fourth Division, 91 per-

with the Third Division recording a decline in
case filings of 7.7 percent in 2000. Filings in the
Second Division increased by 7.6 percent, while
the Fourth Division recorded an increase of 15
percent, and the Sixth Division recorded an in-

crease in filings of 5 percent.

Criminal Cases

Filings of misdemeanor cases increased
overall in 2000 after declining steadily in each of
the past four years (see Rhode Island District

Court’s Criminal Caseload Statistics to follow).
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Criminal Caseload Statistics

1996 1997 1998 1999

Misdemeanors
VIsion - Coun
ol R e 3904 3053 92584 92106
Cases Disposed 2,798 2,423 2,489 1,930
Caseload Increase/Decrease -496 +630 +95 S
Total Pending s % : 5
Pending Greater Than 60 Days From Filing
Third Division - Kent County
Cases Filed 5,539 5,610 5,236 5,988
Cases Disposed 6,642 5,624 5,050 5,162
Caseload Increase/Decrease -1,003 -14 +186 +126
Total Pending i y I =
Pending Greater Than 60 Days From Filing 2 «
Fourth Dwision - Washington County
Cases Filed 3,194 3,085 3,437 3,481
Cases Disposed 2,907 3,067 3,302 3,394
Caseload Increase/Decrease +217 +18 +135 +87
Total Pending - - - “
Pending Greater Than 60 Days From Filing . - ? S
Sucth Division - Providence/Bristol County
Cases Filed 16,292 15,361 15,002 14,984
Cases Disposed 15,493 14,704 14,478 14,054
Caseload Increase/Decrease +799 +657 +524 +930
Total Pending . : . *
Pending Greater Than 60 Days From Filing . . - s
Statewrde
Cases Filed 98,179 27,109 26,259 25,864
Cases Disposed 97,670 25,818 25,319 94,504
Caseload Increase/Decrease +509 +1,291 +940 +1,360
Total Pending * * * *
Pending Greater Than 60 Days From Filing * = * .
Manner of Disposition
Plead 14,664 * 14,904 19,742
Filed 4,435 v 4914 6,196
Dismissed 6,631 o 5,977 4,166
Trals 412 F 956 945
Other 1,528 * 648 1,295
Total 27,670 * 25,319 24,504
% Disposed of Less Than 60 Days From Filing 2 2 ' 2
Felonies
Statewide
Filed 6,453 5,878 5941 5,885
Felonies and Misdemeanors
Statewide
Charges Filed 48,002 44,973 49574 °
Bail Hearings 934 999 699 583
* Not avasiabie

Note: Reported pending totals may be higher than actual number due to criminal program conversion issues.
=
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Small Claims Caseload Statistics

1996 1997 1998 1999
Second Dyvision - Newport County
Cases Filed 1,472 1,327 1,192 944
Cases Disposed 1,330 1,518 1,387 746
Caseload Increase/Decrease -142 -191 -195 +198
Third Division - Kent County
Cases Filed 9,506 92918 9,750 9,359
Cases Disposed 9,657 4,675 4,192 4,919
Caseload Increase/Decrease -151 -1,757 -1,442 -1,860
Fourth Division - Washington County
Cases Filed 1,212 1,391 1,433 974
Cases Disposed 1,360 1,682 1,746 1,276
Caseload Increase/Decrease -148 -991 -313 -302
Sixth Division - Providence/Bristol County
Cases Filed 10,075 192,178 12,962 10,842
Cases Disposed 10,937 11,917 14,995 11,735
Caseload Increase/Decrease -862 +961 -1,263 -893
Statewide.
Cases Filed 15,965 17,814 18,337 15,119
Cases Disposed 16,284 19,792 91,556 17,976
Manner of Disposition
Defaults 9,029 10,193 12,985 9,447
Settlements 5,116 7,007 6,554 6,205
Judgements 2,139 2,592 9,717 9,394
Total 16,284 19,792 21,556 17,976

Other Categories

1996 1997 1998 1999
Domgstic Abuse 1,155 1,078 961 793
Administrative Appeals 163 143 67 130
Mental Health Hearings i 755 537 629

* Not available.
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Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal Caseload

Although the number of summonses issued to
the Rhode Island Traffic Tribunal (RITT) in 2000 in-
creased in comparison to 1999, the number was
still lower than those in the previous three years
(see RITT Caseload Statistics to follow). The sum-
monses issued to RITT rose by 11,806 from 1999,
an increase of approximately 15.5 percent.

RITT, a component part of the state judiciary,
and the various Municipal Courts share concurrent
jurisdiction over many traffic offenses with RITT hav-
ing exclusive jurisdiction over certain offenses. The
grand total of summonses issued in 2000, includ-
ing those issued to RITT plus the Municipal Courts,
increased from 1999 by 36,337, or 29.4 percent.
In 2000, RITT represented 55 percent of the grand
total of summonses issued for the year while in the
previous four years it represented 59 to 62 percent
of the grand total.

In a continuing effort to eliminate the backlog
of cases, RITT once again succeeded in disposing
of more summonses than were issued in 2000.
RITT disposed of 123,673 summonses, equating
to a disposition rate of 140 percent of the sum-
monses issued. In evaluating the breakdown of
disposed summonses in 2000, court hearings ac-
counted for approximately 73 percent of the dis-

positions while the summonses paid by mail ac-

counted for the remaining 27 percent. As the type of offenses that
qualified for the payment by mail option was expanded in 2000, RITT
expects that the summonses disposed of under this method to in-
crease substantially in 2001.

The increase in RITT summonses in 2000 was reflected in two cat-
egories where comparative data was available, breathalyzer refusal and

insurance cases. In comparison to 1999, the filing of breathalyzer re-

RHODE ISLAND TRAFFIC TRIBUNAL
TOTAL SUMMONSES FILED
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fusals rose in 2000 by 8 percent, while the filing of insurance cases
climbed approximately 18 percent. Nonetheless, dispositions in both
categories, especially insurance cases, were significantly higher than
the number filed and exceeded last year's totals. As a result of RITT's
efforts, pending caseloads have been reduced to a very manageable
calendar. At the end of 2000, pending breathalyzer cases totaled 78
and pending insurance cases totaled 2,318. Additionally, the number
of appeals filed in RITT decreased by 49 percent, roughly an 8 percent

reduction from 1999.




Total Summonses Issued
RITT Summonses Issued
RITT Summonses Disposed

Breakdown of Disposed Summonses
Court Hearings

Pay by Mail

Total

Activity Summary for Certain Categories
Filed

Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease

Pending

Insurance

Filed

Disposed

Caseload Increase/Decrease
Pending

Appeals Filed

1996
159,530

99,371
101,962

592,629
49,333
101,962

1,893

659

* Includes summonses issued to both RITT and Municipal Courts.
** Not available.

1 Information incomplete due to a backiog in data entry.

1997

156,776
99,028
96,014

57,073
38,941
96,014

1,861
1,692
+169

192,707
15,817
-3,110

690

1998

164,059
99,389
106,512f

79,115
27,397t
106,512F

1,687
1,958
on

10,055
17,221
-7,166

1,256

Caseload Statistics

1999

193,719
76,343
198,862

95,295
33,637
128,862

1,570
1,598
+42

8,342
16,249
-7,907

6n

Note: Reported pending insurance cases may. be higher than actual number due to computer program conversion issues.
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Summary of Court Caseload for the Year 2000

* Chvil trial calendar only.
** Wayward/delinquent only.
*** Reciprocal filings stay open until age of majority of child unless otherwise ordered by court.
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The Budget for the Rhode Island Courts

Five-Year Comparison

State Budget

Increase

Judicial Budget
Increase

Judicial Share
Supreme Court

Superior Court

Family Court

District Court

Workers' Compensation Court
Traffic Tribunal

Justice Link

Total Expenditures

Expenditures by Object
Personnel

Other State Operations
Assistance, Grants & Benefits
Subtotal:

Operating Expenditures
Capital Improvements

Capital Debt Service
Total Expenditures

Expenditures by Funds
General Revenue

Federal Grants

Restricted Receipts
Cther

Total Expenditures

* Not available.

FY 1997

Audited
$9,780,597,810
160,352,232

54,056,498
9,559,674
1.94%
15,184,181

13,470,765
10,394,351
5,956,121
3,907,373
5,213,637

$54,056,428

39,800,986
7,032,969
3,386,717

$50,219,972

3,836,456
$54,056,428

48,631,970
669,612
4,755,546

*

$54,056,428

FY 1998

Audited
$3,729,993,024
949,395,214

57,391,708
3,265,280
1.53%
16,737,178

13,838,899
11,006,316
6,042,967
3,940,965
5,756,083

$57,321,708

49,538,094
7,816,963
3,349,368

$53,697,425

3,624,983
$57,321,708

49,851,805
9,359,074
4,819,849

997,980
$57,321,708

FY 1999

Unaudited
$4,119,405,179
396,412,155

60,902,947
3,580,539
1.47%
15,934,809
14,096,389
11,616,099
6,360,100
4,072,743
5,947,013
3,575,094
$60,902,247

44,696,338
9,957,989
3,677,797

$57,562,117

3,340,130
$60,902,947

51,779,503
3,166,041
5,710,477

246,296
$60,902,247

FY 2000

Revised
$4,562,204,584
442,799,405

59,952,222
(950,025)

1.31%
15,325,628

13,315,900
12,189,528
6,514,250
4,249,935
5,074,169
3,989,819
$59,959,929

46,429,641
9,594,550
3,799,237

$59,816,428

135,794

$59,952,292

50,817,175
3,844,773
5,154,480

135,794
$59,959,999
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Disciplinary Board Statistics
1996 1997 1998 1999

Intake Screening and Complaint Processing

Complaints Recieved 537 493 445 391
Complaints Opened for Investigation 954 212 176 164
Complaints Outside Jurisdiction of Disciplinary Board 110 77 88 81
Informal Complaints 167 187 174 133
Fee Disputes (No Misconduct Alleged) 6 8 7 10
Notice of Insufficient Funds 28 13 29 25
Nature of Cmmpininia!
Dissatisfaction 145 195 120 109
Fee Dispute 29 14 4 8
Neglect 6 2 0 1
Failure to Account for Funds 9 5 0 1
Conviction of a Crime 0 0 0 0
Conflict of Interest 7 2 4 4
Conduct Reflects Adversely on Bar 2 0 0 0
Other 94 79 58 54
Source of Complaints
Client 202 158 143 135
Non: lient 43 38 32 97
Judge 0 0 1 1
Opposing Counsel 6 6 2 0
Other Attorney 6 3 0 0
Chief Disciplinary Counsel 3 9 4 3
Creditor 1 0 0 0
Other 1 0 0 9
Board Actions
Cases Presented Before Screening Panel * by 184 180
Complaints with Regular Dismissal 213 185 198 130
Complaints Dismissed with an Admonition 18 19 18 16
Complaints Dismissed with Conditional Letter of Dismissal o % 1 0
Complaints Dismissed with Cautionary Letter to Attorney * * 24 18
Letter of Reprimand Issued 3 2 6 5
Authonze Petition for Disciplinary Action b - 5 4
Referred to Court Under Rule &(e) 0 4 1 4
Approve Decisions of Board and Transfer to the Court * s 1 F
Referred to Rl Bar Association Fee Arbitration 3 29 0 0
Reconsider Complaint Prior to Reinstatement y * 3 1
Court Actions
Ordered to Respond Pursuant to Rule 6(e) 0 4 1 4
Private Censure 1 1 0 0
Public Censure 2 3 3 1
Order Entered Requesting Attorney Under Supe vision % % 1 1
Disbarment (Including Consent to Disbarment) 7 3 5 3
Petitions Dismissed * 1 9 0
Reconsider Prior to Reinstatement After Hearing ¥ b 1 1
Reciprocal Discipline * b 2 0
Suspensions 8 6 3 7
Petiton Filed for Convictions of Crimes * ) 2 1
Petitions for Reinstatement Filed * b 2 2
Petitions for Reinstatement Denied # y 1 0
Petitions for Reinstatement Granted

w/ Attorney Under Supervision * * 1 1
Transferred to Inactive Status 0 1 0 1
Resignations Q1 q 8 (.;

Special Magistrate Appointed

* Not available. &
1 The total will exceed the of ¢ laii d for il igation because some complaints fall within more than one category.
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Superior Court
Providence County
Licht Judicial Complex
250 Benefit Street
Providence, RI 02903

Susan L. Revens, Esquire

Administrative Clerk ... 9299-39288
Joseph V. Conley
Deputy Administrator/Clerk 2992-3215

Henry S. Kinch, Jr.
Clerk, Providence/Bristol County 299-3220 (x2011)
Michael C. Kelleher

General Chief Clerk .. . 2992-39290 (x2021)

Henry G. Vivier

Jury Commissioner 299-3245
John O’Hara

Associate Jury Commissioner .. 299-3248

Evelyn A. Keene
Assistant Administrator, Management and Finance . 292-3215

Bonnie L. Williamson

Project Coordinator, Calendar Services.......... 222-3602
Robert J. Johnson

Security and Program Manager .. 299-3999
Kathleen A. Maher McKendall
Administrator, Arbitration Program .999-6147
Kent County

Leighton Judicial Complex

299 Quaker Lane

Warwick, Rl 02886

Jane M. Anthony

(o LKA e 822-1311

Eugene J. McMahon
Deputy Administrator/Clerk

Jean Heden
Manager, Calendar Services (out counties)....

Washington County
McGrath Judicial Complex
4800 Tower Hill Road
Wakefield, RI 02879

Courtland R. Chapman, Jr.
Clerk

Newport County
Murray Judicial Complex
45 Washington Square
Newport, Rl 02840

Charles Henry Hollis
Clerk ..

Family Court
Providence County
Garrahy Judicial Complex
1 Dorrance Plaza
Providence, Rl 02903

Earl J. Croft Il
Director

J. Joseph Baxter
Administrator/Clerk

F. Charles Haigh, Jr.
Executive Assistant

David Heden
Executive Director, Juvenile Services

William Burgess

Deputy Administrator/Clerk, Child Support ...

8922-0400

299-6645

782-4121

841-8330

458-3203
458-3903
458-3141
458-3950

458-3100

54
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Louis Cairone
Supervisory Accountant 458-3100
Clotilde Edwards

Executive Director/Administrator
Domestic Relations 458-3200
Elaine Wood

Principal Supervisory Clerk, Juvenile 458-3290
Francis Pickett, Jr.
Director, CASA/GAL 458-3330
Kent County

Leighton Judicial Complex

9299 Quaker Lane

Warwick, Rl 02886

Frank P. DeMarco

Principal Supervisory Clerk 822-1600
Newport County

Murray Judicial Complex

45 Washington Square

Newport, RI 02840

Ellen F. Wilbur

Principal Supervisory Clerk 841-8340
Washington County

McGrath Judicial Complex

4800 Tower Hill Road

Wakefield, RI 02879

Denise Dupre

Principal Supervisory Clerk 782-4111

Workers’ Compensation Court

Garrahy Judicial Complex
1 Dorrance Plaza
Providence, Rl 02903

Dennis |. Revens

Administrator 458-3403

Kenneth D. Haupt
Deputy AQMINIStrator ... 458-5132

Arlene E. Maloney
Associate Deputy Administrator/Systems ....... 458-3499

Maureen H. Aveno
Administrator, Medical Advisory Board .......... 458-3461

Dennis R. Cooney
Senior Assistant Administrator ... 458-3418

Edward J. McGovern
Senior Assistant AAministrator ... 458-3419

District Court

Sixth Division - Providence/Bristol County
Garrahy Judicial Complex

1 Dorrance Plaza

Providence, Rl 02903

Joseph P. Ippolito, Jr.
MaGIStrate ... 458-5211

Raymond E. Ricci

Clerk/Magistrate .................... e T 458-3153
Jerome Smith
Chief.Clerk ..o 458-5219

Patricia |. Dankievitch
Assistant Administrator, Finance Management ..... 458-5214

Joan M. Godfrey
Assistant Administrator, Finance Management ... 458-52192

Alice Albuquerque
Sixth Division Administrative Clerk

Office Services ..............cccccoorvivivner....... 458-3144

Cynthia C. Clegg

First Division Supervisory Clerk .................... 458-3156
e
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